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My Father 
By D. G. Bickers 


HOU God of might, 
Infinite wisdom, and, unmeasured, matchless power, 
Whose mindful care and all-creative skill 
Can speak a universe to life or clothe a flower, 
Omnipotent, omniscient, and all-present, —still— 
My Father ! 


Thou God of justice, 
Who holdest out the balances of sternest law, a 
Who will remember virtues well nor vice forget, 
Who canst not pass the slightest fault or flaw, 
Immutable, austere, and just,—and yet— 


My Father! 


Thou God of love, — 
Love deeper than the ocean depth and strong as death, — 
That gave his only Son a sacrifice for me, 
Love tender as a mother’s whispering breath, — 
O God of mercy, thou wilt ever be 
My Father! 
Atlanta, Ga. 
a 


4 ‘4 
7. 
Lditorial 
Lives Rich A man’s life consists not in the 
Without Opportunity abundance of the opportunities 
which come to him. 


on a thousand oppertunities ‘on his way round the 
world, and returns home poorer every way than the 


A mere globe-trotter stumbles 


contemplative cobbler whom he left sticking to his 
last. Men have lived gloriously in dungeons ; lack- 
ing in manhood they would have lived ingloriously 


though given the freedom of the universe. 
bd 

Doing as-Well Doing just right is keeping up to 
«s One Knows How 4 high standard. No one can do 
better than that. 
is pretty well, although one may not always know 
what is just right, and hence fhay not be doing that 
while doing his best according to his knowledge. It 
would seem that no man ought willingly to be below 
his own standard of right, even though that be not, 
in every instance, absolutely perfect. Yet who will 
say that he always does as well as he knows how? 


Doing as well as one knows how 


If there is a man who says that, will his neighbors 
say the same of him ? 
% 


If a man be not signally successful 
in his present field, he cannot 
reasonably hope to be more successful in a larger 
field. He must first fill out to his existing limits 
before he will be able to expand into the area of 
larger boundaries. A man may indeed have abilities 
beyond the sphere he is in at present, but in every 
such case the first indication of this is his filling that 
sphere satisfactorily. If he lacks where he is, he 
ought not td feel that he could do’better, or even as 
well, if he were in a larger place. It were folly to 
expect that there is milk enough for a gallon measure 


Filling Present 
Limits 


when it cannot fill a pint pot. 
b 


It is wise to be neither afraid of the 
truth, nor afraid for it. Some are 
afraid of the truth brought out by new explorations 


Needless Fears for 
the Truth 


and investigations in our time, lest this should be the 
cause of men’s losing faith in the Bible. Every truth, 
however, is God’s truth, and will work to his great 
ends. And if that which the explorer or investigator 
puts forward for truth is but a theory or a con- 
jecture, the fire shall try his work, and will consume 
the wood, hay, and stubble, in it. 
come up to the level of Gamaliel’s faith, that what 
To be afraid 
for the truth, as though it could not authenticate 


is not of God will come to naught. 


itself to the mind and conscience of man, is to de- 
grade truth to the level of mere opinion. It is to 
ignore the element of reality in the truth, which 
It 
was not faith which moved Uzzah to put out his 
hand to steady the ark of the Lord; nor is it faith, 


but unbelief, which prompts much of the anxiety we 


gives it the assurance of efficacy and perpetuity. 


feel, at times, that God’s truth may prove too weak 
to hold its own in the conflict of opinions. 


b 4 


heart 
The kingdom of Christ does, in- 
itself of 
But it is the heart 
that makes use of these as accessory, and not these 


shins Masene Catia Christian power is power. 


than 


Head Power 


deed, avail brain and 


muscle, and even of money. 


that emplof the heart as accessory to themselves. 
A large city church recently turned its mid-week 
prayer-meeting into a memorial service. ‘The church 
had occasionally held such memorial services when 
its office-bearers or most distinguished members 
died. But this time the departed one was not an 
office-bearer, not distinguished 
mercantile life. Many rose as witnesses to the rare 
worth of the absent brother. But this worth was 
not found in walks of literature, science, art, com- 
merce, or scholarship, 


in professional or 


him not. 
The plane of these walks, indeed, was below his, for 
His 
work for the Master was as joyous as it was inces- 
He 
was always a ready helper, yet he never made loud 
proclamation of his readiness. 
Opinions, yet he was never critical or censorious. 


for these knew 
his achievements were all born of heart power. 


sant, yet he was inconspicuous and retiring. 


He had his personal 


Let us at least. 


He had a smile and a greeting for every one, yet he 
never was’ obsequious or self-conscious. He proba- 
bly had not the slightest suspicion of the degree to 
which he was respected and loved by all classes of 
his coworkers. The impression of the meeting was 
profound, because it was the impression, not of the 


human brain, but of the heart of Christ. 


a 


The Place of Fear in Religion 


HE quality of fear is determined very largely by 
the conditions under which it is felt. Conse- 


quently the word ‘‘fear’’ conveys very different 


* ideas to different men, and in varying circumstances. 


The fear of an abject slave for a cruel master, of a 
Roman subject for a Nero or a Caligula, is one 
thing. It is dread, terror, shrinking from the dis- 
pleasure of a tyrant because he is a tyrant, with no 
it. Quite another 


thing is the fear of a dutiful son for a righteous lov- 


element of love or esteem in 


ing father. This is areverential regard for his char- 
acter. It isa fear to disobey him, not because he 
is cruel, but because he is kind and truly loving. 
It is a fear which is compatible with love ; yes, which 
is the reverence of an 
It is fear 
to do wrong, not chiefly because punishment fol- 


is itself a part of love. It 


obedient soul for righteous authority. 


lows, but because wrong is an affront to righteous 
love. 

Still another kind of fear is that which a wilful, 
disobedient son has for a kind and righteous parent. 
This is the shrinking of wickedness from purity and 
uprightness. In its measure it is like the shrinking 
of the demoniacs from the Holy One @f God. 

Such illustrations may help to determine what is 
that fear of the Lord which is the beginning or wis- 
dom and a fountain of hope to him that has it to 
depart from the snares of death. 

It is clear that the fear which consists merely in 
the dread which 


wickedness has for holiness can 


never lead a soul nearer to God. ‘The criminal at 
the bar fears the judge ; he fears the penalty of his 
crimes. But, if he is a criminal at heart, this fear 
will never of itself make him less so. So long as he 
hates righteousness in his heart, so long as his only 
restraint is merely fear of penalty, his fear can never 

He would 
Not in 


fear of law, but only in love of right, is there virtue 


make him better in the sight of God. 
commit the crime again, if released. mere 
before God. This fear is only a fountain of hope- 
lessness, to entangle the soul more and more in the 
snares of death. «It paralyzes character, and hardens 
the soul against God and goodness. 

The same is true of the fear of God as of the fear 
of righteous human law, for all right law has its seat 
and sanction in the holiness of God. The man who 
fears God simply because he punishes sin can never 
by that fear be brought nearer to God, but only 
driven farther from him. Wickedness fears holiness, 
dreads it, shrinks from it, but is not thereby less 
wicked. Devils tremble at the thought of God, but 
remain devils still. 

In so far as the fear of penalty springs from a 
sense of the wrongness of the sin,‘and from a wish to 












































































































































_-$in is. 


repent of it and forsake it because of its wrongness, 
so far that fear becomes a fountain of hope,—no 
farther. If a man loves darkness rather than light, 
he will fear light, no doubt, but he will fear it be- 
cause he hates it. But if a man, though he has 
brought the darkness of penalty and pain on his soul 
by sin, yet feels that light is better than darkness, 
the very presence and terribleness of the darkness 
may lead him to seek the light. But when, in the 
Saviour’s words, ‘‘ the light that is in him becomes 
darkness,’’ then all his fear of light, since it springs 
f.om hatred of light, can only make that darkness 
more dense and dreadful. No fear of the Lord 
which does not spring from some sense, however 
feeble, of the real worth and desirableness of good- 
ness, can be a fountain of hope to any soul. 

We may thus see what is the legitimate use of 
fear and threatening in trying to win men to Christ. 
They may be used to show men the reverse side of 
the life which they might be, and ought to be, liv- 
ing. Neither threats of penalty nor fear of pain 
ever brought a soul to Christ, or ever can. How 
self-contradictory is the idea that a soul can be 
frightened into love! The fear of the Lord is to 
hate evil, and to depart from it. But to hate evil and 
to depart from it is to desire and love good and to 
seek it. This is the only ‘‘ fear of the Lord that 
tendeth to life.’’ This becomes evident when one 
considers what the religious life is. Jesus taught us 
what his religion is when he said that the Law and 
the Prophets were comprehended in the love of God 
and one’s neighbor. Religion is love, and that 
means holy character. When it is seen that Christ's 
religion means character, it is plain that mere fear 
of pain can never drive a soul into the life of love. 
If the goodness of God and his pleading love in the 
gospel do not lead men to him, they will not come. 

The true fear of the Lord is the’ fear to affront 
his holy love by sin, and an intelligent horror of the 
results of sin upon character. 
which is a part of love. 


It is that. reverence 
It is fear to disobey God 
because he is righteous and good, because disobedi- 
ence is wrong and cruel, and because thereby we 
wrong our own souls. 
the man feels that the approval and friendship of 
God are better and more worthy to be chosen than 
So long as selfishness and sin are preferred 
to the love and service of God, men’s fear of God 
can be nothing but a ‘‘ fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation.’’ The true fear of God 
is only the reverse side of love toGod. The obedi- 
ent heart fears God because it loves righteousness, 
because it desires God's approval and friendship ; 
the selfish, sinful heart fears him because it hates 


This fear never begins until 


righteousness, and yet dreads God’s wrath in pun- 
ishment. 

The fear with which God would inspire men’s 
souls is that which springs out of a sense of the cruel 
shame involved in their despising his friendship and 
love. God's threats of punishment are made to 
show men the consequences of sin, in order thereby 
to reveal to them the blessings and rewards of good- 
ness. 
but for the sake of revealing the divine love by 


The threats are not made for their own sake, 


showing how that very love is a ‘‘ consuming fire ’’ 
to all sin. God's deciarations of punishment for sin 
are designed to bring men to him, not to drive them 
from him. By them he would reveal to us the 
attractiveness and blessedness of the life of love, by 
showing us the dreadfulness of its opposite. 

No one can have too much of that fear of the Lord 
which is to hate evil and to depart from it, which is 
to love good and to pursue it ; the fear which makes 
us afraid to sin because it is wrong; the fear that 
makes us dread to be selfish because selfishness 
paralyzes character ; the fear that makes us afraid to 
refuse. to give ourselves up to God and his service 
because by such refusal we slight the love of our 
heavenly Father, and miss the life of happiness and 


usefulness that we ought to live. We cannot have 
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too much of that fear of the Lord which snrings 
from a sense of his goodness and care, and from an 
admiration and choice of his holy, everlasting love ; 
the fear which is the beginning of wisdom and a 
fountain of hope, and which tendeth to a purer, 
more unselfish, and spiritual life. 


x % % 


Motes on Open Letters — 


Many a statement of the Apostle Paul 
has -puzzled even those readers who 
accepted him as an inspired writer of 
truth. Men have honestly differed as to the precise 
meaning of his words, and, in consequence; they have 
differed with one another. These differences began very 
early in the history of Christianity. In 2 Peter 3 : 15, 
16, it is said that in Paul's writings ‘‘ are some things 
hard to be understood.’’ Especially over the question 
of a true Christian's liability to «‘ fall from grace,’’ or of 
his being divinely kept from utterly falling, there has 
been a dividing line between great parties of believers. 
Yet just at this point a questioner from Michigan comes 
to the editor for a decisive answer. She writes : 


Becoming 
a Castaway 


I would be pleased to have your views in Notes on Open Let- 
ters on 1 Corinthians 9 : 27,—‘' Lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, | myself should be a castaway.’ Do 
you think that Paul thought there was any danger of his back- 
sliding ? 

A positive answer by the Editor to that question would 
be like stirring up a hornets’ nest on a hot summer's 
day. Some think that Paul knew he would not fall ; 
some, that he was afraid he would ; yet others think that 
the word translated vs 


? 


one, 


‘a useless 
‘a no-longer - of- service.’’ 
However this may be, it is clear that, as a practical mat- 
ter, Paul was determined to keep his body under con- 
trol, and so to live that he would neither be thrown 
aside nor cast away, whether he could or could not ‘‘ fall 
from grace.'’ We would all do well to be like Paul so 
far. Whether being lost is possible or not to a Chris- 
tian, a Christian ought not to do anything, or to leave 
anything undone, which would keep that possibility 
open to him. Every Christian can agree to that state- 
ment. 


‘* castaway means 


‘‘a_ thrown-aside,”’ 


% 


Many a word has more than one 
meaning. You must infer its particu- 
lar meaning by the connection in which it is employed. 
The word ‘‘dog*’ or ‘*horse’’ may refer to an animal, 
or again to a bit of inert matter or a machine. So the 
term ‘‘Indian'"’ may refer to the dwellers in the East 
Indies or to, the aborigines of North America. It is a 
pity that every word is not limited to a single meaning ; 
but this is not the case. A Canadian correspondent 
seems to think that it is not “ fair’’ to use a word in any 
other sense than the one he has been most accustomed 
to. He writes: 


Is this “‘ Pair *’ ? 


In your paper of October 1, under the caption of Books and 
Writers, on the “‘ History of Canada,"’ by Mr. Calkin of Halifax, 
you say, ‘In his treatment of America’s relations to Canada, it 
might be objected that he does not tell the whole story. But he 
evidently tries to be fair,"’ etc. Does not the Editor of the 
Times know yet that Canada is in America, and occupies 
the greater half of the North American continent, having a 
greater territory in extent than the United States themselves, not 
including Alaska? Are all editors ‘‘ fair *’ ? 

It all depends on what you understand, or on what is 
meant, by ‘‘America.’’ America, in one sense, includes 
the two great continents of the Western Hemisphere. 
In another sense, it. refers to the Dominion of Canada, 
the United States, and the Republic of Mexico. In 
still another sense, well understood and widely used 
among the nations of the earth, including England and 
Canada, it is a synonym of the United States, —although 
this again may seem ambiguous, in view of the fact that 
‘«the United States "’ is the name, in whole or in part, 
of three or four or more countries in the Western Hemis- 
phere. In this, its various uses corresponded with those 
of the term «‘ Engiand.’" England is sometimes used 
as designating the realm of the old kingdom by that 
name. Again it refers to England and Wales. Yet 
again it is used synonymously with Great Britain. Yet 
again it means Great Britain and Ireland and Canada 
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and India and Australia, and a good many other places 
This is confusing, but it is not necessarily prompted by 
a lack of fairness, even, though it. may presuppose tog 
high a degree of intelligence on the part of the ordinary 
reader. This is a difficulty which has to be met in many 
asphere. For example, the Canadian writer speaks of 
**the Times.’” Does he mean the ‘* Thunderer’’ of 
London, or can he refer to The Times, a well-known 
daily newspaper in Philadelphia? Can it be possible 
that he expects his readers to suppose that he means The 
Sunday School Times? If so, is that fair? 


x % % 


From Contributors 


Are Missions Successful in Ceylon 
and India? 


By Vadakunu Devesagayane David 
Tamil Evangelist 

[Editor’s Note.—Mr. David, whose wonderfully effective ad. 
dresses at Northfield, Chicago, and elsewhere, aroused the re- 
ligious world the past year, is a native of Ceylon, converted from 
Hindooism a decade ago by his wife’s courageous efforts and un- 
flinching faith. His work among the sixteen millions of Tamils, 
in Southern India and Northern Ceylon,.is reported as sweeping 
thousands into the fold of Christianity. ] 


T gives me great pleasure to give the readers of The 
Sunday School Times a brief account of what the 
Lord is doing by mission work in Ceylon and India. | 
have been traveling through many parts of those lands, 
and have seen many a marvelous work of God there. 

Just let me give some account of work in Ceylon. 
Here missionaries are working among Tamils and Sin- 
ghalese. They have day- 
schools and Sunday-schools, 
and hold indoor meetings, 
and also open-air preaching 
for Hindoos, Booddhists, and 
others. Many of the boys 
taught in the schools come 
out as mission agents, and 
many of the girls as Bible- 
women and teachers. Open- 
air services have been espe- 
cially successful. Meetings 
are held three times a week. 
Great crowds gather at appointed spots to hear the gospel, 
and native lyrics are sung, accompanied by the violin. 
These meetings often result in the conversion of souls. 
Many believe in secret, but are afraid to come out openly 
for baptism. Still I am glad to say some have broken 
through all caste prejudice, and have been baptized. A 
Hindoo tobacco merchant, who had fought against Chris- 
tian truth for a long time, was deeply convicted of his sins, 
and sent for a preacher, as he wanted to know the way 
of salvation. At last he found Christ, and threw away 
all his heathen books. Not only that,—this resulted in 
the conversion of all his family except one. 

On another occasion, while I was preaching in the 
open air. at Negombo, a high-caste man was broken 
down on the spot under the burden of sin, and acceptcd 
Christ at once as his personal Saviour. 





Evangelist David. 


His relatives, 
hearing this news, rushed after him to do him injury, 
but he took shelter in a missionary’s house, where he 
stayed some time. He left, thinking all was quiet, but, 
to our great grief, we heard that he was severely beaten, 
and so had left the town for good. 

Indoor meetings likewise are successful. They are 
held in various houses twice a week, and the people 
gather to hear the gospel. Some listen attentively, 
while others nod and laugh ; but, in spite of all this, 
missionaries have found the Spirit of God was working 
in their souls. A high-caste woman was convinced of 
her sinful state, but kept quiet for some time without 
letting the missionary know of her condition. Her con- 
viction finally became so deep she found she could not 
keep quiet any longer. *One day, as a missionary was 
passing her house, she rushed out, called him in, told 
him all about her sinful state; and wished to become 4 
Christian at once. He asked her whether her husband 
would like her to become a Christian. -The woman said 
she did not care whether her husband liked it or not, 
she would be a Christian. So he gave her a Bible, and 
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explained the way of salvation, and she accepted Christ. 
Her husband, finding a change in her, was greatly 
troubled. This change caused a disagreement between 
them, so that she had to leave him, and go to a Chris- 
tian house for a time. He came to take her away by 
force, but she refused to go until he too had become a 
Christian. This continued a month, after which he pro- 
fessed to be a Christian simply to get her to return to 
him. She agreed, and her exemplary life was the 
means of his conversion. She suffered much persecu- 
tion from her heathen relatives, but stood fast in the 
faith, and. eventually becaine a Bible-woman, agd won 
many souls for Christ. e 
The Lerd has been doing wonders through Sunday- 
school work wherever carried on in the line of God by 
converted teachers. The children are taught Bible 
stories, to repeat verses, and to sing hymns and lyrics in 
their own language. A Tamil boy named’ Kathirvale, 
who attended Sunday-school regularly, found Christ as 
his Saviour. He was intelligent, and was always asking 
questions about Christianity. One day he came to me 
in great trouble of mind, saying he felt very sorry for 
sins he had committed at home and in school, —disobe- 
dience, anger, stealing pencils, beating boys, and lying, 
—and wanted to believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of 
his sins. In order to test his earnestness, I asked him 
what, supposing his father did not wish him to become 
aChristian, he would do. He said he would be a Chris- 
tian whether his father liked it or.not. 1 showed him 
plainly how to accept Christ. He believed in him, and 
became a very happy boy. He also helped the mis- 
sionaries in their open-air services with his singing. .His 
parents were angry at his becoming a Christian, but 
were not able to say anything against him bécause they 
found the change in him made him a better boy than he 
was before. One day his father asked him to fill up a 
government schedule which all householders are obliged 
to fill out, in which was mentioned the taxes on various 
animals, but told him to omit thei, dog and her pups in 
The boy said he 
could never write a lie now that he was a Christian. 


order to escape the tax on them. 


The father thought the boy was only making fun, and 
did not kathirvale, 
wrote down “*‘one dog’’ and ‘* three pups,”’ 


mean what he said. however, 
and the 
To the great 


surprise of the father, the tax-colleetor claimed a tax for 


paper was returned to the government. 
the dog and pups. He was.very angry, but the truthful- 
ness of his son won his heart, and was the means of the 
conversion of both his parents. His. mother, who was a 
devil dancer, threw away her idols, and openly confessed 
Christ ; and his father, with tears, confessed the truth- 
fulness of his boy to me. 

It gives me great joy to say something regarding the 
work among boarding-school girls at Mengranapuran in 
South India, where a flourishing school has been con- 
ducted for many years by Mrs. and Miss Thomas (under 
the Church. Missionary Society). This mission board- 
ing-school hasbeen the means of training teachers who 
Many 
have also become devout wives of pastors and teachers, 


are now working in many points of South India. 


One of these girls, named Mariyal, who was very in- 
telligent, was brought up by Mrs. Thomas, and con- 
verted at nine years of age. She, with other girls of 
her own age; were in the habit of going to a field to pray 
and to study the word of God. 
ress in her studies, and passed the government examina- 


She made rapid prog- 
tion for teachers. As she gréw older, many proposals 
were made for her marriage, but all were declined, as 
After all, a 
marriage was arranged by her mother and Mrs. Thomas 


she was praying for a converted husband. 


with a young man, who came from Ceylon, whom she 
had never seen (according to the Hindoo custom). They 
never saw each other's faces until they came out of 
the church married, tut, when the young man saw her, 
he was fully satisfied. 

Three, hours after the marriage she gave him a tract to 
read. The young man was very angry, and thought ita 
great insult for her to be guilty of such a bold act, so he 

She 
The young 


threw the tract away. This broke her heart. was 
greatly disappointed, and kept on crying. 
man was sorry for her, but did not care much, as he was 
She did not lose courage, but kept on 


Now and then 


hot converted. 
praying for her husband's conversion. 
hard thoughts came into her mind, —why had the Lord 
not answered her prayer? She led 
life before he: husbafid, and tried to please him with all 
her heart. She often gave him some books to reed, 


a most exemplary 


5 ve . 
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hoping the Lord would speak to him through them. 
After all, her prayers were not in vain. One day he 
came home in great distress of mind, and said he felt 
very miserable on account of his sinful life. She said, 
‘* Praise the Lord !'’ because she knew her prayers were 
being answered. At last he found peace in Christ, and 
was truly converted, and became an evangelist to go 
anywhere and everywhere for Christ. Do you know 
who this man is? None other than the writer of this 
articlé, Tamil evangelist V. D. David. So I can praise 
God for mission work and mission boarding-schools. 

Wherever missionaries work in the power of the Holy 
Ghost, there I have witnessed pentecostal results. The 
great need of India now is missionaries who are conse- 
crated, sanctified, and filled with the Spirit If this 
need is not met, mission work cannot be as successful 
as it ought to be. 

After I received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, I-first 
began work among the Singhalese in Ceylon. The Lord 
brought many to his feet. Many 
their jewels while I was preaching, and some gave their 
costly clothes after the was over. Young 
women marched through the open street and testified to 
the saving power of Christ, which was contrary to the 
custom of their people. 


women stripped off 


meeting 


About a year ago I was called to Travancore, South 
India, to work among the Syrians, and I held meetings 
with a Hindoo friend for three months, and _ visited 
twenty-two of their churches. ‘They did not believe in 
present salvation, and some of them were very much op- 
posed to the truth of eternal life beginning now, and 
even gnashed their teeth with rage because the teaching 
was contrary to their belief. But in spite of this the 
Spirit of God worked so mightily that many hundreds 
were converted. Even some of their priests fell down 
with tears, and accepted Jesus as their Saviour. Con- 
firmed drunkards and those who were living in open sin 
were converted, and women stood up in the meetings 
and testified, which is against their Hindoo custom, as 
it is not considered proper for women to stand up and 
speak before men. At the close we held a large con- 
vention in the open air, in the bed of a dry river, with a 
rough shed overhead protecting the people from the 
sun. People gathered from all quarters. We began 
with about ten thousand people, and ended with over 
twenty-five thousand. God did wonders. It was a real 
Many thousands were converted. 
Women kissed each other in the meeting, confessing 


their faults one to another, and 


pentecostal time. 
men, too, kissed and 
made friends with those with whom they had been on 
bad terms. This was truly the manifestation of super- 
natural power, as this was something extraordinary 
among natives. Many priests shed tears of joy at the 
great sight. 

One woman who had come out fully for God said 
that she had given away her husband's money, without 
his knowledge, to her own people, and asked me what 
she should do. 


him. 


I advised her to go and confess it to 
She was afraid, at first, to do so, thinking he 
would beat her, but at last she went and confessed ; and 
this was the means of her husband's conversion. 

A very wealthy man who had a case in court against 
He 
found that he had summoned his neighbor and claimed 


his neighbor was converted by the power of God. 


Iie came to 
me at night, and said, ‘‘ Now that I am converted, and 


more money than was really due to him. 


I belong to Christ, this money business is troubling me. 
Now, I must not take more than is my due. What am 
I todo? If I tell the truth, I lose my case, and nine 
thousand rupees (about $2,700). If I stick to the lie, I 
gain the case. But this I will not do, for I am a Chris- 
tian.’" I asked him which he loved best,—money or 
Christ. He said ‘‘ Christ.’" I said, ‘If so, put Christ 
first, and give up the case, for you can find money in 
Christ, but not Christ in money.’ He at once knelt 
down, gave up his case, and thanked God for the vic- 
tory. His neighbor, hearing of this man’s conversion, 
went to his house, and they made an amicable settle- 
ment. The-man first showed he was truly converted by 
being willing even to sacrifice nine thousand rupees for 
the truth. 

The people wanted to know how we would get our 
expenses met, as we never made collections or took up 
subscriptions. He 
Only open the 

Al 
of the convention, as we were saying good-by, they 


I said ; ‘* Don't trouble yqurselves. 
who sent us will supply all our needs. 


door, that we may preach the gospel.’ the close 


caught hold of our hands, and cried. ‘‘ How c.n we 
bear your leaving us' The Lord hath done great 
things to us."’ As we were leaving, they filled my 
pockets with money, —with so much money that I could 
hardly walk. One of the priests asked for the key of 
my box. He took it, and put a hundred and forty-seven 
rupees inside, and I did not find it out till I opened my 
box -on my way. — Altogether, about, eight hundred 
rupees were. given to us during our mission, and this 
money was used for God's glory,—some of it for our 
expenses, and the rest was used to carry on the Lord's 
work in Ceylon under my supervision. 

About ten thousand people were converted during 
our three months’ and out of this number — 
came thirty-six evangelists, who went out to preach 
the gospel freely, without salary or pay, and some time 
afterwards I heard very good reports of them. Thus 
the power of God takes the weak things to glorify his 
name, the time of Pentecost. When the 
servants of God are filled with Holy Ghost power, they 
will see 


mission, 


as it was in 


in the time of the 

apostles. ‘‘Ye shall receive power, when the Holy 

Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

unto the uttermost part of the earth'’ (Acts 1 : 8). 
Chicago, Tl. 


the same work done as 
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Isaiah: What he Was, and 
What he Did 


Second Article 


By Professor Eduard Kénig, Ph.D., D.D. 


HAT is the range of the subjects of which Isaiah, 
, the herald of God, had to treat ? 

Above all, there is to be observed, against some mod- 
ern hypotheses, that it has not been the mission of 
Isaiah,.any more than that of the other successors of 
Moses, to open the special relation which took place 
between the God of the world and the people of Israel. 
The foundations of this alliance had been laid long 
before the days of Isaiah, and he, too, had to do noth- 
ing but to recall it to the mind of an impious generation, 

There is, as I have shown against the evolutionists in 
my ‘‘ Principal Problems of the Religious History of Old 
Israel '' (pp. 15-17, etc.), nothing in the writings of the 
earliest prophets to indicate that they regarded themselves 
as originators in any proper sense of the word (compare 
‘* they have despised the law of the Lord, and have not 
kept his commandments,’’'—Amos 2 : 4, 
12 : 14, etc.). 
which this is evidently ratified. 


9-12; Hosea 
And it is even Isaiah's book through 
For it was already long 
before Isaiah that God planted a vineyard on a fertile 
hill (Isa. 5 : 1). How clearly these words refer to that 
period when Jehovah for the first time purchased his 
people from Egypt (11 : 11), and settled them in the 
well-watered highlands of Canaan (Deut. 8 : 7). In the 
days of Isaiah the vineyard, which, in the parable (Isa. 
5 : 1-7), represents the house of Israel, was so far from 
being planted that it was almest to be despaired of ; for 
God had ‘‘ hoped for it to bear grapes, but it bore wild 
grapes ;"’ 
aside, he had ‘‘looked for judgntent, but behold oppres- 
sion ; *¢ am 

It was, therefore, @e painful duty of Isaiah, as well 


that is, putting this metaphorical expression 
for righteousness, but behold @ cry 


as of many former prophets, to describe those ‘ wild 
Has 
anybody ever been more emphatically an ethical teacher 
than Isaiah ? 


grapes’ that the vineyard had borne to its owner. 
Can there be found anywhere a more 
striking allegory than that which we read in, ‘‘ The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: Is- 
rael is without knowledge, my people is without under- 
(Isa. 1 : 3.) 
(§ :19; 9:9; 22: 
we shall die’'), can idolatry (2 : 20; 8 : 19), avidity 
(3:57 § : 8), injustice (1 : 17; 3:14, 15; 10: 1, 2), 
prodigality and reveling (3 : 16seg.; § : 11, 12; 
13a; 28: 7, 8), be censured with greater sharpness 
than it in the Book Or did the 
thunder of woes that is heard rolling in 5 : 8-24 against 


standing ?"’ Can skepticism and pessimism 


13 4, ‘‘ eat and drink, for to-morrow 


22: 
ae: 


is done of Isaiah ? 
the unconscionable administrators of the divine vineyard 
awake another perfect echo besides the discourse of our 
: 13-29.) 

Thus Isaiah again and again asserts with uncompro- 


Saviour ? (Matt. 23 


mising persistency the claims of piety, philanthropy, and 


honesty. And, what is not less surprising, we see how 
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no class of people in the community is exempt from his 
censure, and how no subterfuge remained undiscovered 
through which moral laxity secks to escape punishment. 
The masses whom the prophet saw sunk in indifference 
(2 : 6 seg.; 30 : 8-11), the women that indulged either 
in delights or in carelessness (3 : 12a, 16seg.; 32:9 
$eg.), the false prophets (3 :2; 9 . 15; 28:7; 29: Ilo, 
14), the unfaithful priests (24 : 2; 28 : 7, comp. 8; 2!), 
: 26; 3: 2), the elders (3 : 2; 14; 9: 15), 
a powerful minister (22 : 15 seg.), and the king himself, 
whether it was Ahaz in his wilfulness (3 : 12 a) and un- 
belief (7 : 10 seg.), or Hezekiah listening imprudently to 
the counce's of a foreign potentate (39 : 3 s¢g.),—all, in 
turn, receive the prophet's bold and fearless rebuke: 


the judges (1 


And the unflinching severity of the divine judgment 
drives them even out ofthe last hiding-place in which 
they thought themselves secure from any attack. In the 
cyes of the majority, the principal part of Israel's duty 
was the formal routine of festival-keepimg and sacrifice. 


\ It was by these means, they were persuaded, that they 


could insure Jehovah's favor. The more frequently 
they visited the altars of Jehovah, the more gifts they 
offered to him, the better satisfied he would be, they 
supposed. This strange delusion was deeply rooted in 
Israel's heart, but Isaiah attacked it in the name of his 
God as powerfully (1 . 10-15 ; 29 : 13 seg.) as any of the 
prophets. 

While, in this manner, Isaiah had to apply old -prin- 
ciples to new situations, he had in some respects also to 
announce a new epoch of the history of the special king- 
dom that God had founded in Israel in order to spread, 
‘in the fulness of the time "' (Gal. 4 : 4), his light and 
salvation among all nations. 

This part of Isaiah's work is to be seen chiefly in the 
following three points : 

1. It is a most remarkable feature of the historical 
memory of the Hebrews that the stages which at a cer- 
tain period’ are reached ‘in the history of religion bear 
their distinct mark. The title of El-Shaddai, for in- 
Stance, is found only in Genesis 17 : 1 ; 28 : 3; 35:11; 
43: 14; 48 : 3; Exodus 6; 3; and Ezekiel to: 5. 
The name of Jehovah of Hosts first appears from 1 Sam- 
uel 1 : 3 onwards. The abandoning of the:custom of 
calling even the God of Israel «‘ Baal’'—that is «« Lord"' 
—is expressly signalized in Hosea 2 : 18. 

In like manner, the expression ‘‘the Holy One of 
Israel'’ is first introduced by Isaiah (Isa. 1 : 4), and 
occurs in the Old Testament at all in the following 


places : Isaiah 5 : 19, 24; 10:17, 20; 12:6; 17:7; 
29:19; 30: 11 seg., 15; 31:13 37:23; 41: 14, 16, 
20; 43:3, 145¢9.; 45 2105 47: 45 485175 49:7; 


§4:5; 55:5; §8:13; 60:9, 14; Jeremiah 50: 29; 
51:5; Psalm 71 : 22; 78: 41; 89: 19. Now it is 
true, long before Isaiah's time it was indicated in the 
history of revelation that the God of Israel possessed the 
quality of holiness (comp. Exod, 19 : 6, 10, 23 ; 20:5; 
31 : 13; Lev. 20: 8, etc.). But it was only by a long 
and sad series of bitter experiences that God was led to 
manifest more and more his holiness. 

Let us pay attention to the symbolical act through 
which Jeroboam received ap intimation from the prophet 
Ahijah that ten tribes of Israel were to be severed from 
the house of David (1 Kings 11 : 29-40) ; let us, further, 
recollect the words, ‘‘In those days the Lord began to 
cut Israel short’’ (2 Kings 10 : 32); let us take into 
consideration the invasion of the @ssyrian king into the 
promised country (2 Kings 15:19); and then we have 
before our eyes some of the stations of that sorrowful 
way in which God was obliged to manifest more and 
more his holiness. 

For holiness, to be sure, is often and for a long time 
softened by the inexhaustible compassion of God. 
These periods of long-suffering are, however, not endless, 
and it was just in the days of Isaiah that the end of such 
a period had drawn near. In the death-year of King 
Uzziah, therefore, Isaiah heard the seraphim calling 
to one another, ‘‘ Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah Sabacth’’ 
(Isa. 6 : 3). The hour when the ten tribes had to re- 
ceive punishment for their disobedience had approached, 
and to the kingdom of Judah also omly one occasion for 
repentance was left. Can we, then, be astonished that, 
since the days of Isaiah, and already so frequently 
in his own book, God is called ‘‘the Holy One of 
Israel’ ? 

2. It is, furthermore, a highly interesting point in the 
Stories of the patriarchs, that the very first and the 
only remaining part of the promised country was the sepul- 
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chral cave near Hebron (Gen. 23 : 17, 25.9, 35:27; 49° 
30; 50°13). What a significant hint to the real and 
last relationship between the special kingdom of God and 
earth! The same idea is inyolved in those important 
words that we read in Exodus 19 : 6, and in Gideon's 
refusal to rule over Israel (Judg. 8 : 23). In later time, 
it is true, the forbearance of God has admitted-the 
human kingdom (1 Sam. 8 : 7-9), and the kindness of 
God has supported David and other kings in subduing 
the enemies of Israel. But, in the period of the great 
eastern monarchies, the relation of Israel to the earthly 
empires has been regulated otherwise. ‘*‘ For thus hath 
said the Lord, Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel: By re- 
turning and rest you shall be saved, in quietness and in 
confidence shall be your strength.’’ That means, ac- 
cording to the coherence of the words, if Israel renounce 
the alliance with other empires (Isa. 30 : 1 seg., Egypt), 
and abandon their search for arms (30: 16 : horses), the 
power of the nation will be preserved. In this warning 
of Isaiah is involved the canon: The special kingdom 
of God shall not rival with the heathen empires in ac- 
cumulating earthly means of defense, and in pursuing 
earthly aims,—a principle which was anticipatory of 
the words of our Saviour, ‘‘ My kingdom is not of this 
world,’’ etc. (John 18 ; 36). 

3. The main duty of a prophet was to unfold the ways 
in which God executes his purpose of salvation. And 
it was also in this part of his mission that Isaiah had 
especially two features of the Messianic prediction to set 
in full light. 

For, firstly, the child ‘‘Immanuel,’’ which is an- 
nounced in Isaiah 7 ; 14, is the ruler of the Holy Land (8 : 
8 4, ‘‘thy land, O Immanuel !"’), and the words we 
find in 7 : 14, where only the mother of ‘ Immanuel’’: 
is mentioned, are too mysterious not to be a hint at 
an extraordinary event in the time to come. Nor is this 
all. At the end of the same section of the Book of 
Isaiah, we see the child invested with every attribute of 
an ideal prince, ruling in David's seat, and inaugurating 
a reign of peace (9 : 6). 

Further, to be sure, from the words of Amos, ‘In 
that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is 
fallen ** (Amos 9 : 11), there was to be heard that the com- 
ing of the Messiah presupposes the deepest humiliation of 
David's house, and an echo of the same foresight can 
be found in the mentioning of Bethlehem instead of 
Jerusalem (Micah 5: 2). But Isaiah, on his part, pre- 
dicted with much greater distinctness the humble birth 
of the perfect king of a future period. For neither from 
the top of the tree which represents the family of Jesse 
(Isa. 11 : 1), nor from one of its branches, but from its 
roots, shall rise the Messianic king. How beautifully is 
this prediction repeated in the words, ‘‘ he shall grow 
up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground’’ (53:2). Nay, there is reference made 
clearly enough to the suffering of ‘‘ Immanuel,’’ when 
Isaiah says (lea. 7 : 15), ‘* bytter and honey shall ‘he eat,"’ 
and, again, this is more clearly expressed in those touch- 
ing words, ‘‘ Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows’’ (53 : 4). 

To sum up the essential features of Isaiah's mission, 
the nature both of the future kingdom of God and of the 
future ruler of this empire has been revealed to no 
prophet so distinctly as to Isaiah. The light which 
burst forth from his prophecies shone through the cen- 
turies (comp. Sir. 48:25: Aeds tou aidnos hypedeixe ta 
esomena), ‘* until the day dawned, and the morning-star 
arose in the hearts’’ (2 Pet. 1: 20) of the apostles of 
Jesus Christ. 


University of Rostock, Germany. 


For Children at- Home 


“ Bang 
By Louis E. Baines 


IM-TOM and his sister May had long wanted a dog. 
That is, May wanted a dog if he was pretty and 
kind and quiet ; for May was a girl, and hated all kinds 
of noise, while Jim-Tom would have given every penny 
in his bank for the worst-looking cur in town. 
Finally I promised Jim-Tom that, if he got through 
his school work with good marks, he might have a dog. 


5 ty 2 
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Oh, how hard he studied! Only when he came ty 
the word ‘‘ dog’”’ in his reader, he would forget books ang 
school and everything except a little doggie over op, 
Grand Street, and sit day-dreaming of what he woulg 
do when that doggie should be hisvery own. And then 
the teacher’ s voice would rouse him, and he would begin 
to study ‘‘like a house afire,"’ as he said, for fear he 
would not have the good marks at the end of the school, 

But he did, and with the first dayof June came vaca. 
tion, and—the doggie. Here was a’new trouble. What 
should we call the doggie? Jim-Tom declared that his 
doggie’ s name must be different from every other doggie's 
that,ev@ was. 

He was a quick, jumpy, jerky sortof dog that he must 
have a short, easy name, ‘‘so’s to be like himself,’’ as 
May said. 

‘* Rip,”’ 
‘« Bingo,"’ 


‘«Tip,’’ ‘‘Bab,’” ‘*Yap,’’ ‘*Taps,’’ and 
were all passed by, though Jim-Tom liked 
‘¢Bingo’’ pretty well, ‘‘ only it’s:so common."’ 

But that very evening doggie helped us to decide. We 
were all sitting out on the front porch, -when some men 
who were digging a cellar not far away touched off a 
blast. 

‘*Boom !’’ went the powder, and then—what do you 
think ? Doggie sat down on the floor, raised his head, 
and—howled ! Oh, such a howl! ‘‘ Sounded just 'sif 
he was crying,’’ said Jim-Tom. ‘‘ Wow-—o-—0-—o—0-0-0- 
wow-—wow !"’ 

Then Jim-Tom's papa got up and went quietly back 
through the house and around the side to near the cor- 
ner, where we couldn't see him. 

«Bang !'’ he shouted. 

‘* Wow-—0-—0-0-0-0-0—wow-wow !'" howled doggie. 

Again Papa shouted ‘‘ Bang!’’ and- again doggie 
howled. 

‘« You'd better call him ‘ Bang,’’ Jim-Tom,’’ said papa. 

‘«* Bang’ is prettier than ‘ Bingo,’’’ said Jim-Tom, 
and that settled it. 

Bang was not a ‘‘ barky’’ dog,— in fact, he seemed to 
prefer to keep his mouth shut, and yet make all the 
noise he could by overturning things, and getting people 
tostumble over him. But whenever any one fired a 
gun or pistol inthe neighborhood, Bang would drop 
everything to sit down and howl. 

Well, things went along all right until the morning of 
July Fourth. The town council had made strict laws 
against any celebration before six o’ clock in the morning, 
so, of course, we were up in ‘time to hear the opening gun. 

** Bo-o—o-o0-m !'’ camé the report. 

‘* Bow-6—-0-0-—0-0-0—wow-—wow !"’ howled Bang. 

‘* Pop-bang-pow !"’ went the cannon-crackers. 

‘* Bow—0—0-—0—0-0—0—wow-—wow !'" came from Bang. 

Far and near boomed the cannon, anvils, and torpe- 
does, and howl after howl issued from Bang’s open 
mouth. He seemed surprised at the amount of noise, 
but was determined to answer every report. We listened 
awhile and then went in to breakfast. Soon after, we 
started to visit Jim-Tom’s Uncle Henry, who lived ina 
town nine miles away, leaving Bang at home. 

We got back about six o'clock, but no Bang could we 
see. ° Jim-Tom whistled and whistled until his eyes 
grew teary, and his mouth drew down so he could not 
make the whistle come. 

At ldst, out from under the door-steps crept Bang, — 
but not the gay, merry Bang we had left. His tail was 
tucked between his legs, and he crawled along as though 
he did not have enough spirit to stand up, and with a 
heart-broken air that was pitiful to see. We thought 
perhaps some one had been beating him, but he seemed 
unhurt. Of course, we all petted him, calling him 
‘* poor doggie,’’ and fixed him a nice supper, but he 
would not eat anything. 

After supper we all went out and sat on the lawn, 
watching the sunset and waiting for the fireworks, while 


3ang passed from one to another to be petted. Sud- 
denly, not far away boomed a cannon-cracker. Bang 


sat down and tried to howl, but all he could Say was, 
** Wuff.’"» Jim-Tom's papa called Bang to him, and 
looked down his throat. 

‘‘I know what's the matter,’’ he said, ‘this poor 
doggie has tried to howl an answer to every big cracker 
and gun fired to-day. No wonder his throat is sore! 
And then, when he found he couldn't do it, he grew 
ashamed of himself, and tried to hide. Didn't you, 
doggie ?’’ 

And Bang wagged : * Yes, sir !"* 

Texas. 
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November 5, 1898 + 
for the Superintendent 


An Order of Service for November 20 


(Manasseh’s Sin and Repentance.+2 Chron. 33: 9-16) 
VoLUNTARY, —Calls school to order. 
ApostLEs’ CREED.—School standing. 


HYMN. 

SHow OF BIBLES. 

LessoN READING. —Verses read alternately by boys and 
girls in concert with the superintendent. 

PRAYER. —By' one of the teachers. 

HyMN. ‘ 

Lesson STUDY.—Warning bell five minutes before close. 

CALL FOR Points. —Superintendent calls on one or more 
teachers for the essential point of their treatment 
of the lesson, such teachers having been fore- 
warned, 

CLOSING COMMENT.—Two minutes by the superinten- 
dent. 

HyMN. 

CLOSING PRAYER OR BENEDICTION, 


(Making up class records for the day, collecting and distribut- 
ing library books, collecting money offerings, and reparts of sec- 


f retary and others, are to be provided for by the superintendent. ] 
‘ % 
k Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


- “IT was a wandering sheep."’ 
“Saviour, when in dust to thee."’ 
*“ Return, O wanderer, return.” 
“ What a friend we have in Jesus."’ 


‘ 


Psalm 51 : 1-4, 7-9. 
Psalm 142; I-7. 


‘Come, saith Jesus’ sacred voice.’’ Peale 2431610. 
‘Jesus, my Lord, to thee I ery.’' 
‘Though your sins be as scarlet."’ 
‘Just as I am.”’ 


*% % 


id 


Psalm 81 : 1-4, 8-10. 


Psalm 116 : 9-19. 
; Christmas in a Large City School 


By Fulton McMahon 


; HE best immediate helps in ‘‘ methods of work"’ 
are those which tell us, not what ought to be done, 


but how other schools go about the practical attainment 
The writer 
; was asked to draft a report for a committee of teachers. 

This report, which is here reproduced, will explain itself, 


of ends which we alli -know to be desirable. 


and may, by suggestion, help other schools, even where 


the conditions are different. 


‘We recommend no radical departure from the form 
of Christmas celebration which the experience of this 


school has approved. 


hearts of the scholars. 


Christ's’ birth. 


opportunity for an earnest presentation of the old story. 
We are of the opinion that, in so large a school, class 
instruction will accomplish much more to this purpose 
than any special program of general exercises with for- 


mal addresses. 


‘«The scholars should-have a part in the worship. 
Familiar songs should be used, and perhaps-varied by 
dividing the school, singing antiphonally, having each 
Our old 
standard carols are Better than any which a mere search 


department sing certain songs or verses, etc. 
for novelties is likely to discover. 


haps recite the simple gospel story. 


‘«The custom long maintained, in the primary and in- 
termediate schools, of having the scholars bring gifts for 
paor children, should be encouraged, and extended to 
The teachers should quietly talk with 
their classes beforehand about the grace and joy of giv- 
ing, and suggest, rather than urge, the bringing of what- 


the whole school. 


ever the scholars may have to give. 


should be provided, into which each scholar, on entering, 
should himself quietly place his gifts, with or without 


the donor's name. 


tion should be made of the plan, and prayer be offered 
for its success in blessing the givers and the recipients. It 
is not deemed advisable to elaborate the giving exercise 


into any sort of exhibition. 





‘joy” Be the order, and Christ be in it all 


The true significance of the an- 
niversary should be pressed home upon the minds and 
Therefore we recommend that 
the Sunday on which Christmas falls this year be de- 
voted in a special manner to the study of the lesson of 
The teachers will find this their best 


The primary school 
should be with us for a portion of the time, and per- 


Baskets or boxes 


At some point in the services men- 


‘We recommend that the week-day Christmas exer- 
cises be free from distinctly secular features ; that no 
professional or outside entertainment be introduced ; that 
We recall 
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that our school exists to teach the gospel ; that, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, the children and their families 
measure everything done here at any time by the standard 
which we try to set up in our teaching from week to week. 
Therefore we wish them to see in our Christmas festival the 
fruition of the spirit that dwells in us, and works in the 
church and school. Nothing should be done for. their 
mere pleasure which, measured by. the true test, might 
give occasion for surprise on their part and apology on 
ours. Let the exercises be joyful to the utmost, and let 
the people understand why we all rejoice. 

‘We recommend the decoration of the rooms with 
greens, and a tree to any extent within available means 
up to the standard set in former years. If our whole 
plan be approved, we prefer there should be no Santa 
Claus. 

‘*We recommend the continuance of the giving of 
books to all regular scholars in the general school. 

**We recommend the consideration of a plan for be- 
stowing Bibles or other books upon one or more of the 
most faithful scholars in each class. This would not be 
a prize in competition, but a quiet recognition of volun- 
tary excellence. 

‘*We recommend the continuance of the ‘treat’ of 
candy and fruit, confining it to the scholars. __ 

‘¢ We desire an improvement in the plan of distribu- 
tion of all gifts. 

‘*We do not approve the adoption and use of any of 
the published programs of Christmas exercises, prefer- 
ring our Bibles and our hymn-banners. 

‘We approve of at least one short address by the pas- 
tor or some old friend of the school,—a greeting, not 
merely a lesson. (Even the best speakers do not suc- 
ceed in being heard properly by all the children, and 
the assemblage is too mixed for anything but a few words 
of joyous welcome.) We should not, however, like to 
see any portion ofthe exercises which may be assigned 
to the scholars or classes curtailed to make room for any 
address. 

‘«We recommend that the exercises begin as usual at 
eleven o'clock in the morning (Monday), and that 
special effort be made to give them snap and life, and to 
prevent their cxcceding an hour and a quarter in length. 

‘« We are convinced that the scholars should have a 
larger share in some of our exercises. Properly con- 
trolled, this gratifies and benefits both the scholars and 
their parents, thus indirectly cementing important rela- 
tions in and about the school. We are not entirely 
convinced, however, that this increased participation 
can best be had by means of: imdividual or class reci- 
tation. Our building is not adapted to such exercises. 

A certain limited amount of mass-reading and _ recitation 
is possible and desirable, and we recommend a study of 
the best plan for its incorporation in our programs, But 
in view of all the circumstances, we believe that the 
most available and practicable method of interesting a 
large body of scholars and parents is to devote an even- 
ing during holiday week to the giving of a simple musi- 
cal piece in the nature of a Christmas cantata. This 
would enlist at once about fifty scholars. We are 
assured that, if the piece can be chosen and work begun 
at once, it will readily be possible to learn a cantata 
without interfering with any regular exercises, and with- 
out unduly burdening any of the teachers. 

‘«We remind the teachers that the general plan as out- 
lined will, if adopted, involve much work, and we should 
all stand ready—or, rather, step forward ready—to do 
our share. 

‘*We recommend the appointment of committees so 
chosen as to embrace the whole force of teachers, which 
shall be responstble for distinct portions of the work, 
and act under the general direction of the superintendent 
or of a small executive committee. 

‘« The committee on books should begin work at once, 
and all the teachers should be urged to study their schol- 
ars’ Capacities and general preferences, in order that the 
final selection of books may not be postponed till we are 
in the Christmas rush, and in order thus that the num- 
ber of ‘ misfits’ may be minimized. 

**So also the committee on candy should at once ar- 
range for the attendance in the building, on a night to be 
agreed upon, of as many persons as may be necessary to 
prepare the boxes. 

‘* The matter of trimming the tree, as distinct from the 
task of selecting and purchasing it, has too often been 
left to take care of itself. A committee should be charged 
with this duty, and should either employ the necessary 
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help, or arrange for the attendance of sufficient persons 
of taste and agility (s/c) to do the work. 

‘«« These suggestions are urged because we are convinced 
that the participation by the teachers in all this work, 
which, we are informed, was once the rule, has become 
the exception, largely through the failure to begin our_ 
preparations early enough, and to impress upon the 
teachers the need of their assistance." 

New York City. 


“£2 
Nobody ought to be expected to give 
Giving to : * : : 
to nothing. It is a great mistake fo 
Something o no g Sag take for 


the superintendent to allow the school 
to remain in ignorance of the cause for which the offer- 
ings of the day aic to be made. He must not depend 
entirely on the teachers for this, although teachers are 
to see to it that pupils do not give up their money with- 
out knowing what they are giving it for’ Announce it 
from the desk, or keep it before the school, as a schoel, 
on a placard or blackboard. Avoid being too general 
by calling every object ‘the missionaries.’’ After the 
school treasurer has sent the contributions to their desti- 
nation, find out more or less specifically where the 
money has gone. From time to time report to the 
school, and, if possible, bring some tangible proof or 
evidence that their contributions have’ done good. 
There is little inducement to contribute to an abstraction. 


a 


For the Teacher 


A Point Midway 
By Mrs. P. Gulick 


HERE is a point in ‘‘ methods of biblical instruc- 
tion "’ 
workers, —a fact made plainly apparent by the meager 


not as yet occupied by many Sunday-school 


results, as far as a knowledge of the Scriptures is con- 
cerned, which follow certain kinds of teaching. 

In one class, the voice of the teacher alone is heard ; 
a lecturer he, his class passive recipients, with even the 
opportunity of letting their ‘‘ yea be yea"’ 
be nay '’ denied them. 

In another, the leader says but little, allowing the 
time to be taken up in profitless discussions of doctrinal 
themes, entirely aside from the lesson. 

Anxious to avoid either extreme, another class makes 


or their ‘‘ nay 


irrelevant 
queries bound to arise, and to fill up the time so com- 


it a rule to ‘‘lay upon the table’’ those 
pletely with the lesson development as to crowd out even 
a desire for digressions. 

To systematize this development, and as an induce- 
ment to class co-operation and forethought, a list of 
written questions (a lesson ‘ framework'’) is taken 
home by each pupil on the Sunday previous. 

In one lesson of the International series the ques- 
tions were of this character ; 

The doctrine preached by Christ ? 

The nature of his kingdom? 

The nature of his service ? 

Obedience means what? 

A number of practical thoughts clustered around these 
questions. This is a method which converts the teacher 
into a developer rather than an enveloper, and makes an 
effort at supplying germs for growth. 

Clinton, N. J. 
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Organized benevolence in classes 
Looking Forward 


should not be, and is not, confined to 
to Thanksgiving 


. circles of girls and young women. 
A large Bible class of young men providently antici- 
pated’ Thanksgiving Day, last year, by extra collections 
When the time 
came, they entered with zest into the preparation of 


in the class for weeks beforehand. 
numerous well-filled baskets, containing provision for 


more than one dinner, and distributed them among 


worthy families in need. The giving was enthusiastic, 
and the receiving was most grateful. . It is as much a 
young man’s business to ‘‘do good. and to communi- 
cate,’’ in such ways as these, as it is a young woman's, 
and young men miss the pleasure when they neglect the 
opportunity. Where it is possible, the actual contact of 
the giver with the receiver is a means of grace to both. 
Let the young men try it, at least at the time of the 


annual feast. 
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Lesson Helps 


Lesson 8, November 20, 1898 


Manasseh’s Sin and Repentance 


Goipen Text: Jf we confess our-sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness,—1 John 1 : 9. 


(2 Chron. 33: 9-16. Memory verses : 12, 13) 
Read the whole chapter 


COMMON VERSION REVISED VERSION 
9 So Ma-nas’seh made Judah g And Manasseh made Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusa- and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
lem to err, and to do worse than salem to err, so that they did 
the heathen, whom the LorpD evil more than did the 


. ations, wt he LORD de- 
had destroyed before the chil- so wr lly: children 


dren of Israel. 10 of Israel. And the LoRD 

10 And the LORD spake to spake to Manasseh, and to 
Ma-nas’seh, and to his poaple,: his people: but they gave 
but they would not hearken. 1r no heed. Wherefore the 

11 4 Wherefore the Lorp LORD brought upon them 
brought upon them the captains the captains of the host of 
of the host of the king of As- the king of Assyria, which 
syr’i-a, which took Ma-nds’seh took Manasseh ‘in chains, 
among the thorns, and bound and bound him with fetters, 
him with fetters, and carried and carried him to Babylon. 
him to Bab’y-lon. 12 And when he was in distress, 

12 And when he was in afflic- he besought the LORD his 
tion, he besought the LORD his God, and humbled. himself 


God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 
reatly before the God of his 13 fathers. And he prayed 
athers, unto him; and he was in- 

13 And prayed unto him: treated of him, and heard 


and he was entreated of him, 
and heard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jerusalem 
into his kingdom. Then Ma- 
nis’seh knew that the LORD he 
was God. 14 
14 Now after this he built a 
wall without the city of David, 
on the west side of Gi’hén, in 
the valley, even to the entering 
in at the fish gate, and com- 
assed about O’phel, and raised about Ophel, and raised it 
t up a very great height, and up a very great height: and 
ut captains of war in all the he oe * valiant captains in 
need cities of Judah. all the fenced cities of Judah. 
™ And he took away the 15 And he took away the 
strange gods, and the idol out strange gods, and the idol 
of the house of the LORD, and out of the house of the LoRD, 
all the altars that he had built and all the altars that he 
in the mount of the house of the had built in the mount of the 
LORD, and in Jerusalem, and house of the LoRD, and in 
cast them out of the city. Jerusalem, and cast them 
16 And he repaired the altar 16 out of the city. And he 


his supplication, and brought 
him again to Jerusalem into 
his kingdom. Then Manas- 
seh knew that the LORD he 
was God. 

Now after this he built an 
outer wall to the city of 
David, on the west side of 
Gihon, in the valley, even to 
the entering in at the fish 
gate; and he compassed 


of the. LoRD, and sacrificed 3 built up the altar of the 
théreon. peace offerings and LorD, and offered thereon 
thank offerings; and com- sacrifices of peace offerings 


manded Judah to serve the 


and of thanksgiving, and 
LORD God of Israel. 


commanded Judah to serve 
the LoRD, the God of Israel. 
2Or, captains of the army *% According to another 





1Or, with hooks 
reading, prepared. 

For * which,’’ in verse 11, the American Revisers would substitute 
“who'’ or “that;” for “fenced,” in verse 14, they would substitute 
“fortified ;"’ and for “the Lorn” would substitute * Jehovah” in 
every case. 


x % 


Lesson Surroundings 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


NTERVENING Events.—Hezekiah died B.C. 695, six 
years after the events of the last lesson, and was suc- 
ceeded by Manasseh, whose “first year,’’ therefore, was the 
year beginning with the spring of B.C. 694. The sixth year 
of Manasseh, B.C. 689, Sennacherib sacked Babylon, which 
then remained without a king and subject to Assyria till his 
He was succeeded 
by Esarhaddon (2 Kings 19 : 37), who reigned both as king 
of Babylon and king of Assyria. 


death, the fourteenth year of Manasseh. 


He made several expedi- 
tions to Egypt, and held Manasseh and the neighboring kings 
as tributaries. He died the twenty-seventh year of the reign 
of Manasseh, and was succeeded by his sons, Assurbanipal in 
Assyria and Saul-suma-yukina in Babylon. Manasseh and 
his neighbors were vassals to the former, who more than once 
In the thirty- 
second year of Manasseh, B.C. 663, he sacked Thebes, and 
received the submission of Egypt and Ethiopia. After that, 
he had to suppress rebellions in the far East, and his Baby- 
lonian brother fomented revolt among the Palestinian vassals. 
In the forty-seventh year of Manasseh, Assurbanipal captured 
Babylon, and his brother perished iv the flames. of his palace. 
In the year of the death of Manasseh, B.C. 640, Assurbani- 
pal captured Shushan, and made the kingdom of Elam a part 
of his empire. 
seh’s death. 

Time.—The fifty-five years of Manasseh were B.C. 694-640. 
He was carried to Babylon, probably, B.C. 648. 

PLaces.—Jerusalem, including the city of David, Gihon, 
the brook-valley, the fish-gate, and Ophel; certain fenced 
cities of Judah; Babylon; the countries of Judah, Assyria, 
and Babylonia. 

PARALLEL PASSAGES, AND OTHER SOURCES.—2 Kings 21. 
The Book of Nahum is a contemporaneous prophecy. There 
is extant a large body of Assyrian records of Sennacherib, 
Esarhaddon, and Assurbanipal. Up to date are Dr. Hom, 


passed them, leading his armies to Egypt. 


His reign lasted fourteen years after Manas- 
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mel’s articles on Assyria and Babylonia, in the new Bible 
Dictionary edited by Dr. Hastings (Charles Scribner’s Sons), 
Auburn Theological Seminary. 























The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


EZEKIAH had died about 686 B.C., five years before 
the murder of Sennacherib, but he unfortunately ap- 
pointed as his successor Manasseh, a boy of twelve, apparently 
because he was the son of a wife so beloved that the doting 
husband called her Hephzi-bah (‘‘ My delight is in her ’’), 
though, probably, in a polygamous court,/he had many older 
sons by less honored wives, It was, in fact, apparently an 
exact repetition of David’s weakness in regard to the son of 
Bathsheba, and led to still worse results. 

The child ruler came to a kingdom under tribute to As- 
syria, and continued faithful to it till towards the close of his 
long reign of fifty-five years. Influenced by Isaiah and other 
prophets, Hezekiah had assailed the heathenism which had 
poisoned the land ever since its introduction by Solomon, and 
had flourished rankly under Ahaz, partlyas the usage of the 
mighty Assyrians whom he had courted. To live without idols 
amidst nations glorying in them was beyond. the moral strength 
of the Hebrews. The gods of Assyria had, in the gross way 
of judging, as common now as then, proved their divinity by 
their success. Should not Judah get them on its side by 
adopting them ? 

So the peopte asa whole, rich and poor, argued, and hence 
Manasseh early discarded his father’s puritanism, and gave 
himself up to the flattery of the great king by going over to his 
religion, —one may imagine, under the influence, at first, of 
the queén mother, the real monarch in an Eastern kingdom, 
The priests of the old faith had become very: corrupt (Isa. 
28:7; 56:12; Micah 3:14), and the people were no better 
(Isa. 1: 4, 10). The heathen high places were rebuilt over 


the land; altars were again raised to Baal; the emblems of. 


Asherah, or Venus, set up, and, as under Ahaz, the Assyrian 
worship of the planets was reintroduced, the very courts of 
the temple being polluted by altars to them and also to Baal, 
while a vile Asherah pillar was set up along with them. Like 
Ahaz, also, Manasseh restored the hideous sacrifice of living 
children to*Moloch, the Canaanite god, the scorching summer 
sun, proving, like him, the sincerity of his fanaticism, —for what 
more awful proof of sincerity could man give than the burning 
of his own children to that idol, which he did in the valley 
of Hinnom, under the walls of Jerusalem (2 Chron. 28 : 3; 
33:6)? After a time he even yielded to the heathen party so 
completely as to fill the city with the slaughter of numbers of 
the citizens still faithful to God, tradition including even Isaiah 
among these martyrs (2 Kings 21 : 16). 

At last, however, his sins found him ont. Falling into 
suspicion as unfaithful to Assyria, he was led off to Babylon, 
then the temporary capital of the empire, apparently bound 
with foot-irons, bis hands put in manacles, a ring, to which a 
cord was attached, being, moreover, passed through his lips 
or nostril, to lead him by it, like a wild beast. This hap- 
pened in 648 B.C., as it seems. But trouble did him good. 
In his misery the remembrance of his father and his father’s 
God returned to him, and in deep contrition he sought him 
from whom he had so terribly strayed. Nor was Mercy deaf 
to his cry, for, after a time, he was restored to his throne, on 
which he now strove to undo all the evil he had wrought in 
long years of wicked cruelty: But while repentance may prevent 
sin for the future, that of the past cannot be undone. 

Bournemouth, England. 
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Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
A Bad Son of a Good Father 
ANASSEH seems to have drawn his heredity, not from 
his good father Hezekiah, but from the wretch Ahaz, 
his grandfather. Every foul and licentious thing had full 
play, begetting and producing the twin devils effeminacy 


and cruelty ; for he ‘ shed innocent blood very muc’*™¢ 
had filled Jerusalem [with crime] from one end to amksay 
Jehovah’s prophets were not exempt from this slaughter (Jer, 
2:30). The king made his people ‘‘ worse than the heathen» 
(v. 9). 

The Lord spoke to him, but he gave no~heed (v 10) 

What could be dong ? Send the Assyrians (v 11) Fet. 
ters are the best thing for one who abuses liberty. A dun. 
geon is betterahan a palace if the first is improved and the 
second abused. Babylon is a good penitentiary, for it makes 
a penitent. For a king who had led a whole people into deg. 
radation, a whole kingdom into helplessness, and who had 
offered his own children as abominable sacrifices to devils, q 
dungeon is the best place ; and, if that avails not for repent. 
ance, a grave is a necessity, 

In this case the dungeon availed, thanks to the infinite 
mercy of God. That pardon could be given and restoration 
accomplished shovs that the prison was not vengeance, but 
correction, 

The repentance was sincere, the reformation thorough, 
He cast out the abominations from the temple, he repaired 
God’s altar, commanded Judah to serve the true God, and 
fortified the city. 

Was it well? Yes, in the end, but horribly bad in the 
middle.. Repentance restores no martyred prophets, cleanses 
not the thousands who had died sodden in their sins, did not 
lift the nation back to where Hezekiah left it, nor recover for 
the man himself his lost years nor opportunities, Sin is for. 
givable, but its effects are irreparable. Who sinneth against 
God wrongeth his own soul, 

Teach that those in best positions may turn out the worst, 
Wealth, position, freedom from necessity for labor, are severe 
trials that many cannot withstand. Advantages for greatness 
are often turned into occasions of meahness and sin. Proba- 
bly the principal outcome of Manasseh’s life is a warning that 
great opportunities for good should not be perverted into evil, 
Does the class see this clearly ? 





University Park, Colo. 
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Added Points 

How sadly one may lead others into evil ! 
his influence, the worse the result. 

An apostate from the best is an apostle of the worst. 

Not to hearken to God is to open the door for every trans- 
gression, 

God has a hand in human affairs. He moves armies and 
decides battles; ~<* ‘ : 

Out of every chastisement secure some benefit. From the 
bitter extract the sweet. 

Penitential prayer moves Jehovah. 

Where prosperity fails, adversity often 
agency may change, the object is the same. 

Renewed men eagerly repair the ruins of their unrenewed 
lives. Much may be restored; more never can be, 


And the wider 


succeeds, The 
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Illustrative. Applications 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


An Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem to err, so that they did evil (v. 9). _ The inhabit- 
ants of Judah and Jerusalem were to blame, but Manasseh 
was more to blame, because he was king, and so was in place 
of controlling influence, and because both from father and 
mother he had received the heredity of righteousness. He 
was the bad son springing out of a good home training, Yor 
cannot escape the fact that you are exerting personal influ- 
ence, for weal or wo, And more terrible is your personal 
influence for wo when from lifted family position and from a 
home training which causes different expectation you give 
yourself to evil, and so cause in others tvil.. One of the worst 
characters in our American history was Aaron Burr. And a 
main reason why his influence was so specially pernicious was 
because his whole character and conduct were so opposed to 
the trend and teaching of the conspicuous and godly ancestry 
whence he sprang. You are the child of a cultured and 
Christian home, yet you are hail-fellow with bad cronies, and 
are slumping yourself and getting others to slump in @vil 
courses. And you are the precise person of whom the precise 
opposite should be expected. Of tons’ weight is your respon- 
sibility. What a fearful burden of a misused life to stagger 
under! Those you are so sadly influencing are to blame for 
being led, but you are more to blame for so influencing them. 
And the Lord spake to Manasseh and to his people: but thcy 
gave no heed (v.10). Heedlessness to the divine voices—and 
for us there are many of them: nature, Scripture, Sabbaths, 
sanctuary, parental teaching and example, conscience, Holy 
Spirit—is the ultimate reason for final doom. Sternly true 
are those lines of the gentle Whittier : 


** The sweet persuasion Of his voice 
Respects the sanctity of will ; 
He giveth day : thou hast thy choice 
To walk in darkness still. 
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«What if thine eye refuse to see, 
Thine ear of heaven's free welcome fail, 
And thou a willing captive be, 

Thyself thine own dark jail?" 
Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the 
host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh in chains, 

and carried him to Babylon (v. 11). 
ot make us heed, God has thunderous ones, 


If gentle voices 
will Perhaps 
the captive king will listen. 

And when he was in distress, he besought the Lord his God 
(v. 12). Trouble is sometimes the only possible inciter and 
nurse It may have rude face 
and rough hands, but it carries benignant heart. I could 
tter spare almost anything from my life than some jagged 


of prayerful return to God. 


- riences which forced me to the recognition of my own 
helplessness and to the laying hold of the help of God. 

And heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jeru- 
lem into his kingdom (v. 13). When I was a boy, and was 
under authority to my parents, I noticed that the chastisement 
ceased when the lesson I would not learn but at the beck of 
chastisement had been learned and subkmissively acted on, 
And the most loving parent’s heart is but the scantiest hint 
of the heart of God. If God must use punitive pain, he will, 
but he will stop the pain when the need for it is done. 

Vow after this he built an outer wall to the city of David 
(v. 14). " The hint is that Manasseh had been neglecting this 
while he had been caught in evil. But now he sets his hand 
to a plain duty of his kinghood,—the defense and embellish- 
ment of his capital. A good proof of a genuine repentance is 
that a man at Once sets about hitherto slighted daily duty. 

And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the 
house of the Lord, ... and cast them out of the city. And he 
built up the altar of the Lord (vs. 15,16), Taking away and 
casting out, then building up,—the two necessary elements in 

These elements are the destructive 
The destructive, 
and cast out the sin of which he repents. 


a genuine repentance. 





and the constructive. one must take away 

The constructive, 
—one must put in the place of and build up the righteousness 
which ought to be where the sin was. That is no genuine 
repentance which simply weeps and bewails. Sternly out 
must go the evil thing; veritably gnd gladly in must come, 
and must abide, the grue thing and the right. 

Philadelphia. 
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Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


ERSE 9.—This verse sums up the descrintion of the 
V king’s sin which has been given in the preceaing verses. 
— Menasseh: We was twelve years old at his accession {v. 1). 
His father, Hezekiah, in a reign of twenty-nine years had 
been successful in a matter in which all his pious predeces- 
sors had partly failed; that is, he had abolished the various 
local sanctuaries known as the ‘‘ high places,’’ and had estab- 
lished the ancient religion of Israel, with Jerusalem for its 
only place of sacrifice. Of course, there was a reactionary 
party, and that party succeeded in controlling the policy of 
Manasseh.—A/ade Judah... to err: This is the general 
statement as to his sin. ‘The details are given in the preced- 
ing verses and in verse 19, and the parallel passage in Kings. 
Hie restored the high places that Hezekiah had destroyed, in- 
troduced the religion of Baal as Ahab in the northern king- 
dom had done, practiced the worship of the host of heaven, 
(‘the house-roof worship,’’? Zeph. 1 : 5), built the altars of 
the false religions in the courts of the temple, made his sons 
pass through the fire, practiced all sorts of forbidden divina- 
tion.— Zhe nations whom the Lord destroyed: In passages 
like these we obtain a glimpse at the religious character of 
the Amorites and Canaanites of the time of Joshua, 

Verse 10.—The Lord’s patience with Manasseh resulted in 
his sin becoming more aggravated.— Zhe Lord spake: The 
particulars are given in verse 18 and in Kings. Various 
prophets, mostly men whose names are now unknown, were 
sent to remonstrate with Manasseh. They quoted to him the 
prohibitions of the old law and the promises that made 
the temple sacred. They threatened him with the fate of the 
house of Ahab (2 Kings 21:13; comp. 2 Kings 9, 10). 
They represented that the result of his conduct would be 
calamities such that men’s ears should tingle at the hearing. 
— They gave no heed; Their sin was aggravated by this refu- 
To this the ac- 
count in Kings adds that Manasseh in addition to his sin of 


sal to give attention to the remonstrances. 


apostasy, filled Jerusalem from end to end with innocent 
blood, doubtless that of these remonstrating prophets and 
their disciples. 7 

Verses 11:13.—Fhe means which the Lord took to lead 
Manasseh to repentance.—And the Lord brought: The 
“wherefore ’’ of the versions is needless interpretation.— 
Upon them: Here, as in the preceding verse, the people are 
joined with the king in the sin and its consequent calamities. 
—The captains : Not the king himseli, but some of his off- 
cers.— Among the thorns: Where he was hiding, trying to 
escape. So the Old Version, following the ordinary meaning 
of the word (1 Sam. 13:6; 2 Kings 14:9; Job 31 : 4°; 
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Isa. 34: 13; Hosea 9: 6). 


margin, ‘*in chains,’’ 


The Revised Version and its 
or ** with hooks,’’ follow the unusual 
meaning that is found once ‘Job 41 : 2), or assume that the 
text should be corrected to agree with 2 Kings 19 : 28; Eze- 
kiel 19 : 4, 9; 20: 4; 38 
hooks ’’ would mean that they treated him like an unmanage- 
able bull or wild beast.—7o Babylon: Assyrian officers 
arrested Manasseh, and took him, not to Nineveh, but to 
3abylon. 


4. The translation ‘* with 


This has been alleged as indicating confusion of 
facts, and therefore lack of historicity. But Sennacherib, 
Esarhaddon, and Assurbanipal alike reigned ‘over Babylon 
as well as Assyria, and the officers would take the arrested 
vassal to the place where the emperor happened then to be. 
The probabilities seem to be that Manasseh was disposed to 
make common cause with Saul-suma-yukina, and that he was 
taken to Babylon at the time when Assurbanipal was besieging 
that monarch there. At that date Manasseh had reigned 
forty-seven years.—/lVhen he was in distress; Either before 
he reached Babylon or later.—Humbled himself greatly: As 
befitted a man who had sinned greatly.—And he prayed: 


” 


‘* The Prayer of Manasseh ’’ in the Apocrypha, if interpreted 
favorably, as’ it is entitled to be, admirably fits the situation. 
Assuming it to be fiction, it is realistic. The allegations to 
the contrary will not stand close examination.—Arought him 
Doubtless by inclining the ‘heart of the 
Assyrian king to send him back, as having probably learned 
salutary lessons from his trip to Babylon. 

Verse 14.—He was a better king after his return, even in 
secular matters, He was not likely again to provoke the 
king of Assyria, but in ‘the unsettled condition of ‘affairs 
his kingdom was in danger of petty invasions from the neigh- 
boring nations. By way of guarding against these, Manasseh 
put the fortifications of Jerusalem in good order, and estab- 
lished military posts throughout his kingdom, 

Verses 15-17.—,His repentance made itself yet more dis- 
tinctly manifest in religious matters. 


again to Jerusalem : 


He could not in less 
than eight years undo the bad work of forty-seven years, but 
he did what he could.— 7o0k away the strange gods; Liter- 
ally, ‘‘the gods of the foreigner,’’ the statues or other em- 
blems of Baal and the host of heaven.— 7%e ido/: The idola- 
trous graven images (for the word seems to be used collectively) 
spoken of in verse 7. The account in Kings uses the word 
’’ Necessarily, there must have been great oppo- 
sition to his doing this, the opposition including Amon, the 
heir to the throne.— Cast them out of the city: So far as ap- 
pears, he did not destroy them. 


** asherah. 


Perhaps this was a conces- 
sion to the opposition. It is possible that these very idols 
were afterward reinstated by Amon, and destroyed, later, by 
Josiah.— Sacrifices of peace offerings and of thanksgiving: 
Special sacrifices, probably, inaugurating the new order of 
things. It is implied, of course, that the regular order of 
sacrifices was also in operation.—Did sacrifice in the high 
places, etc. : 
Manasseh’s case illustrates the truth that it is a fine thing for 
one who has gone wrong to repent, but also the truth that 
not to have gone wrong would have been a finer thing. 


Perhaps another concession to the opposition, 


Auburn Theological Seminary. 
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Manasseh’s Sin and Repentance 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HE story of Manasseh’s sin and repentance may stand as 
Its historical authenticity is denied 
on the ground that it appears only in this Book of Chronicles. 


a typical example. 


It falls to others to discuss that matter; my duty is to bring 
out the teaching contained in the story. _ 

The first point in it is the stern indictment against Manas- 
seh and his people. The experience which has saddened 
many a humbler home was repeated in the royal house, where 
a Hezekiah was followed by a Manasseh, who scorned all 
that his father had worshiped, and worshiped all that his father 
had loathed. 
before the idolatrous bias of his son could have disclosed it- 
self. Succeeding to the throne at twelve years of age, he could 
not have begun his evil ways at once, and probably would have 
been preserved from them if his father had lived long enough 
to mold his character. A child of twelve, flung on to a throne, 
was likely to catch the infection of any sin that was in the 
atmosphere. The narrative specifies two points in which, as 
he matured in years, and was confirmed in his course of con- 
duct, he went wrong: first, in his idolatry ; and, second, in 
As to the 
former, the preceding context gives a terrible picture. He 
was smitten with a very delirium of idolatry, and wallowed in 
any and every sort of false worship. No matter what strange 
god was presented, there was hospitality, an altar, and an 
offering for him. Baal, Moloch, ‘‘the host of heaven,’’ 
wizards, enchanters, anybody who pretended to have any sort 
of black art, all were welcome, and the more the better. No 
doubt, this eager acceptance of a miscellaneous multitude of 
deities was partly reaction from the monotheism of the former 
reign, but also it was the natural result of being surrounded 
by the worshipers of these various gods; and it was an un- 


Happily the father’s eyes were closed long 


in his contempt of remonstrances and warnings. 


727 


conscious confession of the insufficiency of each and all of 
them to fill the void in the heart, and satisfy the needs of the 
spirit. There are ‘‘ gods many, and lords many,’’ because 
they are insufficient ; ‘* The Lord our God is one Lord,’’ be- 
cause he, in his single self, is more than all these, and is enough 
for any and every man. 

We may note, too, that at the beginning of the chapter 
Managseh is said to have done ‘‘ /ée unto the abominations 
of the heathen,’’ while in verse 9 he is said to have done 
‘‘evil more than did the nations.’’ When a worshiper, of 
Jehovah does /ike the heathen, he does worse than they. An 
apostate Christian is more guilty than one who has never 
**tasted the good word of God,’’ and is likely to push his 
sins‘to a more flagrant wickedness. ‘* The corruption of the 
We cannot do what the world does with- 
out being more deeply guilty than they. 


best is the worst.’’ 


The narrative lays stress on the fact that the king’s incli- 
nation to idolatry was agreeable to the people. The kings, 
who fought against it, had to resist the popular current, but 
at the least encouragement from those in high places the na- 
tion was ready to slide back. Rulers who wish to lower the 
standard of morality or religion have an easy task ; but the 
people who follow their lead are not free from guilt, though 
they-can plead that they only followed. The second count 
in the indictment is the refusal of king and people to listen to 
God’s remonstrances. 2 Kings (chap. 21) gives the prophets’ 
warnings at greater length. ‘* They would not hearken,’’- 
can anything madder and sadder be said of any of us than 
that? Is it not the very sin of sins, and the climax of suicidal 
folly, that God should call and men stop their ears? And 
yet how many of us pay no more regard to his voice, in his 
providences, in our own consciences, in history, in Scripture, 
and, most penetrating and beseeching of all, in Christ, than 
to idle wind whistling through an archway! Our own evil 
deeds stop our ears, and the stopped ears make further evil 
deeds more easy, 

The second step in this typical story is merciful chastise- 
2 Kings 
tells the threat, but not the fulfilment; Chronicles tells the 
fulfilment, but not the threat. 


ment, meant to secure a hearing for God’s voice. 


We note how emphatically 
God’s hand is recognized behind the political complications 
which brought the Assyrians to Jerusalem, and how particu- 
larly it is stated that the invasion was not headed by Esar- 
haddon, but by his generals, The place of Manasseh’s cap- 
tivity, also, is specified, not as Nineveh, as might have been 
expected, but as Babylon. These details, especially the last, 
look like genuine history. It is history which carrics a lesson, 
Here is one conspicuous instance of the divine method, which 
is working to-day as it did then. God's hand is behind the 
secondary causes of events. Our sorrows and ‘ misfortunes ’’ 
are sent to us by him, not hurled at us by human hands only, 
or falling by the working of impersonal laws. They are 
meant to make us bethink ourselves, and drop evil things 
from our hands and hearts. It is best to be guided by his 
eye, and not to need ‘*‘ bit and bridle; ’’ but, if we make our- 
selves stubborn as the ‘* mule, which has no understanding,’’ 
it is second best that we should taste the whip, that it may 
bring us to run in harness on the road which he wills. If we 
habitually looked at calamities as his loving chastisement, in- 
tended to draw us to himself, we should not have to stand 
perplexed so often at what-we call the mysteries of his 
providence, , 

The next step in the story is the yielding of the sinful heart 
when smitten. The worst affliction is an affliction wasted, 
which does us no good. And God has often to lament, 
**In vain have I smitten your children; they received no 
correction.’’ Sorrow has in itself no power to effect the pur- 
pose for which it is sent ; but all depends on how we take it. 
It sometimes makes us hard, bitter, obstinate in clinging to 
evil. A heart that has been disciplined by it, and still is un- 
disciplined, is like iron hammered on an anvil, and made the 
more close-grained thereby. But this king took his chastise- 
ment wisefy, An accepted sorrow is an angel in disguise, 
and nothing which drives us to God is a calamity. Manasseh 
praying was freer in his chains than ever he had been in his 
Manasseh humbling himself greatly before God 
was higher than when, in the pride of his heart, he shut God 


out from it. 


prosperity. 


Affliction should clear our sight, that we may see ourselves 
as we are ; and, if we do, there will be an end of high looks, 
and we shall ‘‘ take the lowest room.’’ Thus humbled, we 
shall pray as the self-confident and outwardly prosperous can- 
not do. Sorrow has done its best on us when, like some 
strong hand on our shoulders, it has brought us to our knees. 
No affliction has yielded its full blessing to us unless it has 
thus set us by Manasseh’s side. 

The next step in the story is the loving answer to the hum- 
bled heart, and the restoration to the kingdom. 
intreated of him.’’ No doubt, political circumstances brought 
about Manasseh’s reinstatement, as they had brought about 
his captivity, but it was God ‘that ‘‘ brought him again to his 
kingdom.’’ We may not receive again lost good things, but 
we may be quite sure that God never fails to hear the cry of 
the humble, and that, if there is one voice that more surely 
reaches his ear and moves his heart than another, it is the 


**He was 
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veice of his chastened children, who cry to him out of the 
depths, and there have learned their own sin and sore need, 
He will be entreated of them, and, whether he gives back 
lost good or not, he will give himself, in whom all good is 
comprehended. Manasseh’s experience may be repeated 
in us. 

And the best part of it was, not that he received back his 
kingdom, but that ‘‘then Manasseh knew that the Lord he 
was God.’’ ‘The name had been but a name to him, but now 
it had become a reality. Our traditional, second-hand belief 
in God is superficial and largely unreal till it is deepened and 
vivified by experience, If we have cried to him and been 
lightened, then we have a ground of conviction that cannot 
be shaken. Formerly we could at most say, ‘I believe in 
God,’’ or, ‘‘ 1 think there is a God,’’ but now we can say, ‘‘I 


’ 


know,’’ and no criticism nor contradiction can shake that. 
Such knowledge is not the knowledge won by the understand- 
ing alone, but it is acquaintance with a living person, like the 
knowledge which loving souls have of each other; and he 
who has that knowledge as the issue of his own experience 
may smile at doubts and questionings, and say with the Apos- 
. and we know 


that the ‘Son of God is come, and hath given us an under- 


tle of Love, ‘* We know that we are of God, .. 
standing, that we may know him that is true.’”’ Then, if we 
have that knowledge, we shall listen to the same apostle’s 
commandment, *‘ keep yourselves from idols,’’ even as the 
issue of Manasseh’s knowledge of God was that ‘‘ he took 
away the strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the 
Lord.’’ 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


[Editor's Note.—A leaflet giving ample directions for the wise 
conduct of a senior Bible class, and a list of books which will be 
useful to such a class following the present lessons, will be sent 
free by the Editor of The Sunday School Times to any one, upon 
request. Each week's issue of The Sunday School Times will 
be needed by every member of a class that is following the 
course, Free specimen copies of any issue will be sent, on appli- 
cation, to any one who desires to introduce this course. ny 
book mentioned in the list or during the course of the studies 
may be purchased from The Sunday School Times.) 


2 Chronicles 33 ; 2 Kings 21; The Book of Nahum. 


I, Tue GENERAL PREPARATION, 
{For each member of the Bible class.) 

Not long after the great deliverance from the power of Sen- 
nacherib, but after Hezekiah’s death, a marked change took 
place in Judah. For reasons which can only be conjectured, 
a religious reaction occurred under the patronage of King 
Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, It was a triumph of the 
anti-prophetic popular-worship party in the nation. Isaiah 
and his friends were not only discredited, but, if tradition can 
be trusted, were persecuted, The writer of the twenty-first 
chapter of the Second Book of Kings enumerates a long list of 
iniquities on the part of King Manasseh, a list unrelieved by 
any suggestion of repentance. According to the chronicler, 
in the chapter selected for the lesson, these same iniquities 
(33 : 1-10) were punished by an invasion and captivity in 
Babylonia (v. 11), which a heartfelt repentance 
(v. 12) and a restoration (v. 13). Ile then did much for his 
kingdom and city (vs. 14-16). If is exceedingly strange that 
neither here nor elsewhere (2 Kings 23 : 26) does the writer 
of Kings give a hint of this repentance. Nor do the prophets 
Zephaniah or Jeremiah (15 : 4) imply that he was other than 
consistently wicked. 


caused 


For this reason many historians of 
Israel are inclined to think that the writer of Chronicles made 
more of the information on which he based his representa- 
tion than it really deserved, It was no such reform as that 
of Hezekiah or Josiah, but, at best, a spasmodic attempt. 
The two most characteristic facts of this era were the pro- 
phetic activity going on in secret in Judah, and> the over- 
powering influence and authority of Assyria. 
whole century Assyria’s sway was unquestioned, Her arro- 
gance and cruelty and boldness increased. Toward the end 
of the century she gave signs of waning power. The feeling 
awakened in Hebrew hearts by this news is well expressed by 
the little Book of Nahum. After showing (1 : 1-15; 2 : 2) 
that Jehovah’s very nature is a pledge of his sure vengeance 
upon the wicked, he describes in striking figures (2 : 1, 3-13) 
the capture, plunder, and destruction of the “ lion’s lair,’’ 
and finally asserts (3 : 1-19) the certainty of Nineveh’s fate. 


During the 


Il. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


[These references are collated for the benefit of those who are able to 
secure and use one or two good reference books. For a list which speci- 
fies a wide range of books, address the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. The success of the work is not dependent on the purchase of 
any books whatever; they are to be regarded as an aid highly recom- 
mended to those who are able to consult them.] 


On the Book of Nahum, compare ‘* Messages "’ (173-181), 
also G. A. Smith, “* The Twelve,’’ (II, 77-112), or Farrar, 
** Minor Prophets ’’ (141-152). 

On the reign of Manasseh, see Kent (159-164) ; Farrar, 
** Second Kings ”’ (351-370); Kittel (II, 370-379). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


III. Questions For STUDY AND Discussion. 


[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, to 


members of the class. The references in brackets are to other lesson helps — 


in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 


1. Manasseh’s Accession. (1.) What was his age at acces- 
sion, and how far was that from his majority as a ruler (reck- 
oning as to-day)? Does this period of regency help to 
account for his prompt beginnings of persecution ? 

2. Lis Relation to Assyria. (2.) Follow out in any_recent 
history the extent of his political and religious loyalty to As- 
syria. Was this probably a spontaneous or a forced loyalty, 
considering the extent of it ? 

3. That of the Prophets. (3.) By what terms does Nahum, 
their representative in this century, describe the capital city 
: 11; 3:1, 4.) (4.) Why is he 
sure that God is going to bring Assyria to an end? (1 : 2, 7, 
8, 14.) (5.) Are these thoughts the expression of selfish 
patriotism, or did the prophets feel that Assyria was the one 
great obstacle just then in the way of the kingdom of God, 
and must be removed ? 

4. Manasseh’s Doings in Judah, (6.) Compare 2 Kings 
21, and notice (vs. 3, 5, 6) the three kinds of foreign idolatry 
that he introduced [McLaren: § 2]. (7.) Which of these 
became so popular that it simply could not be eradicated ? 
(Jer. 7:18; 8:2; 19: 13; Zeph. 1:5; Ezek. 8: 15, 16.) 
(8.) What three acts showed his thorough-going reversal of 
Hezekiah’s policy? (2 Chron. 33: 3, 4,7.) [Geikie: |] 2, 3-] 

5. The Work of the Prophetic (9.) Compare 2 Kings 
21:16, What ground is there for thinking that the enforced 
retirement of the prophetic leaders led to literary activity on 
their part ? 

6, Manasseh's Later Years. (10.) What experiences led 
him to reform? To what extent did it go? (comp. the early 
work of Josiah, 2 Chron, 34: 3-7.) [Warren: ]{ 3-6. Hoyt: 
vs._12, 14-16. McLaren: 4 6, last . Geikie : last J.) 


of the Assyrian empire ? (2 


arty. 


IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 
[For general discussion under the direction of the 'eader.] 

It must be confessed that Manasseh’s repentance does not 
seem to have been particularly sweeping. It resulted, at 
best, in half-way measures which left the people to do much 
as before. 

We may with more profit note the energetic and thorough- 
going devotion of Manasseh (or of his regents in his name) to 
Convinced that Judah needed 
some other gods, he obtained the best available assortment, 
That same energy, rightly directed, would have made a great 
reformer. 

If we compare with the actual influence of Assyria over 
Judah at this time the intended influence of Philip II of Spain 
over the Netherlands in the sixteenth century, we can see that 
a righteous - minded, liberty-loving Protestant of Antwerp 
might have rejoiced over the impending fall of Philip’s power 
in the words of Nahum. 


various forms of paganism. 


Yale University. 
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Teaching Hints 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 
Great Guilt and Greater Grace 


HERE are grades and grades of sin. A man may sin, 
being overtaken in a fault, or a man may sin in cool 
blood, or a man may sin by causing others to sin. To this 
latter depth Manasseh descended. He actually went so far 
as to set up an idol in the house of God. This was sinning 
with a high hand. No other monarch before him, not even 
Ahab in the northern kingdom, had dared to do this. It was 
as though he thus challenged Jehovah himself to combat. He 
not only tried to lead Judah to idolatry, but he tried to make 
it impossible for any one to be anything else but idolatrous. 

In consequence of this, the Lord delivered him over into 
the hand of his enemy, and he was carried into a bitter cap- 
tivity. If God had dealt with him ‘as he deserved, this would 
have been the last of him. But God never yet dealt with 
man according to his sins, nor rewarded him according to his 
iniquities. So he used this punishment to bring the iniquitous 
king to his senses. And when Manasseh repented, it pleased 
God to restore him to his kingdom. Then he tried to undo 
what he had done. The idol was removed from the house of 
the Lord. The high places were cast down, and, so far as 
he could, Manasseh strove to bring the people back to the 
worship of the God of their fathers. Great as had been 
Manasseh’s sin, God’s grace was greater in that he brought 
him back into communion with himself. 

The tendency of sin in these days is just what it was in those 
times. If a man gives way to sudden temptation to sin, it 
will not be long before he begins to sin in cold blood. Nor 
will he stop here. Soon he will begio to turn tempter him- 
self, and try to lead others into sin. This is proved in every 
large store, where you will always find some clerk who is a 
source of contamination to the others. He is like a plague 
spot, tending always to spread itself. In some stores that I 
know, they dismiss such persons just as soon as they know 
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what their tendency is. This they do for the protection of 
the others. Impress on the scholars as deeply as possibj¢ 
the awful condition in which that man is who himself be. 
comes a source of contagion to those with whom he is brought 
in contact. 

But lest any one who has thus fallen should be discouraged, 
and say, ‘‘ It is of no use for me to try and do better,” we 
have in our lesson an instance of God’s greater grace. Nor 
is the story of Manasseh the only one that reveals this grace, 
We have such in modern times. -We could summon quite an 
army of those still living who have in past years been vile, and 
have contaminated others, who now are living pure lives, and 
are trying to uplift those who are fallen. Instead of being 
themselves plague spots, they are centers of purifying influ. 
ence, All who come in contact with them feel the blessed 
influence that emanates from their lives, This is simply be. 
cause God has shown them greater grace than they deserved, 
and blessing them, though they merited, it not, has made them 
in turn a blessing to others, This is God’s gracious way, and 
in this he proves the truth of what Isaiah said, that his ways 
are not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts; for his 
ways-are heaven-high above our ways, and his thoughts above 
our thoughts. 

New York City. 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


OOD King Hezekiah lived several years after Judah was 
saved from the Assyrians. When the king prayed, 
what was the answer the Lord sent to him by Isaiah the 
prophet? What was foretold of the king of Assyria? What 
was promised for the city of David? How was prayer an- 
swered and prophecy fulfilled that very night? Hezekiah 
lived several years after that time, but the Assyrians never 
returned for war in his days. Hezekiah was rich and hon- 
ored, ‘‘ exalted in the sight of all nations.’’ He had ‘ trea- 
suries forsilver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for 
spices, and for shields ; storehouses for the increase of corn 
and wine and oil; stalls for beasts, and flocks in folds.’’ The 
king of Babylon (use map) sent him letters and a present. 
Hezekiah’s ‘‘ heart was lifted up.’’ When the royal visitors 
came to see and wonder at his abundance, ‘‘ God left him, to 
try him, that he might know all that was in his heart.’’ His 
faithful friend Isaiah knew that the king had-shown the princes 
all his riches, and he told him what the, Lord said about it,— 
that the day would come when all his treasure should be car- 
ried away to Babylon, nothing should be left, and that his 
sons should be servants in the palace of the king of Babylon. 
Hezekiah died, his virtues all remembered and recorded. 
His burial was with honor-in the sepulchers of the kings. 
Manasseh,—The son of Hezekiah became king when he 
was twelve years old, and reigned fifty-five years in Jerusa- 
lem. Of his father it was said, ‘* his good deeds, behold, they 
are written.’’ Of the son, Manasseh, his misdeeds are re- 
corded in almost the same words in Kings and in Chronicles, 
—‘* He did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.” 
That had been written many atime of kings both of Judah 
and of Israel, but Manasseh in his abominations excelled even 
the heathen who were cast out of the land before the chosen 
people dwelt there. What were the excesses which Manas- 
seh did to provoke the Lord to anger? Find the charges 
against him in the verses preceding our lesson, and also in 
the twenty-first chapter of 2 Kings. 
crimes ? 


Can you make a list of his 
It seems to have been his desire to undo every good 
thing his father ever did. Where did Manasseh build altars 
to worship the sun, moon, and stars? Where did ‘he set up 
the graven image of the idol, which he had made’’? What 
had the Lord promised in regard to the temple and Jerusa- 
lem? On what condition had the Lord promised to put his 
name there forever, and to keep the people from ever wan- 
dering from the Iand of their fathers? That little word ‘ if,” 
so often repeated, so often forgotten, Manasseh utterly dis- 
regarded, and the too willing people forgot the counsel] and 
example of Hezekiah, ‘‘ which was good and right and faith- 
ful before the Lord his God.’? Was any warning or reminder 
sent to Manasseh and his people? Does not the Lord love 
to seek and save even the chief of sinners? ‘‘ The Lord 
spake to Manasseh, and to his people,’’ probably by Isaiah 
and other prophets. 
idolatry and sin? 
**They Gave no Heed.’’—The prophets told the threaten- 
ings of the Lord and the coming judgments, with the reason ! 
the wrath they had brought upon themselves. ** Because Ma- 
nasseh, king of Judah hath done wickedly, and hath n 
Judah to sin with his idols : therefore, Behold, I bring such ¢' 
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both 
his ears shall tingle.’’ Startling words of doom! Jerusalem 
be wiped out as:a dish is handled in washing it, wiped and tvin 
upside down, the sinful people to be cast off, delivered to «: 
mies asa prey and spoil ! 


Did Megnasseh and his people forsake 


At this Manasseh was angry. W! 
a person is overtaken and accused of wrong doing, is he ' 
likely to be vexed and revengeful? ‘' Manassch shed inno 


No 


cent 
end 
gsun 
lieve 
M 
shou 
capt 
do t 
priso 
syria 
clam 
hard 
edne 
whic 
pier 
hum 
R 
his | 
that 
even 
of sil 
and 
soul, 
to s¢ 
lives 
wou 
pray 
the « 
L 


TF 
prin 
hist 
king 
iy 
(Mz 
othe 

T 
whi 
gint 
call 
Wh 


pre 













November 5, 1898 


cent blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one 
end to another.”’ Prophets: were murdered, stoned, sawn 
asunder, tortured in dying, and the faithful Jews who still be- 
lieved in God were cruelly put to death, 

Manasseh in Diéstress.—What did Isaiah tell Hezekiah 
should be done to his sons? Who brought to Jerusalem the 
captains of the hosts of the king of Assyria? What did they 
do to Manasseh? In chains and fetters he was carried a 
prisoner to Babylon, where at that one time the king of As- 
syria held his court. In the darkness of his dungeon the cruel 
clamp of his shackles seemed to tell him of his crimes ; his 
hardened heart was touched by the remembrance of his wick- 
edness. Perhaps the long-forgotten prayers of his father, of 
which he must have known in his qwn childhood, came 
piercing his memory, revealing his sin. Before whom did he 
humble himself? To whose God did he pray ? 

Restored to his Kingdom,—We do not know how he gained 
his liberty, nor how long he was a captive. ‘The story is not 
that we should count the years of guilt, or of punishment, or 
even guess exactly how much of that half-century was a reign 
of sin ; enough for us to learn and know the loving-kindness 
and forgiving mercy of God, who loves to pardon a repenting 
soul. Manasseh reformed, was restored, commanded Judah 
to serve the Lovd,—but could his repentance restore innocent 
When 
would have been a wise time for Manasseh to have begun to 
pray to the God of his fathers? Is it safe to presume upon 
the one case of repentance after a long course of sin? 


Louisz tlle, Ky. 


lives, or undo the blasting influences he had spread ? 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Julia E. Peck 


OWARD the middle of the quarter we begin to see 
T marked results of our drill in Bible history. From a 
primary standpoint, a certain monotony pervades our present 
history instruction. We add weekly to our list names of 
kings who were ** good’’ because they ‘‘ destroyed idols,’’ or 
“bad’’ because they, worshiped them, Now another king 
(Manasseh), who combines the good and bad qualities of our 


lings, must be introduced, 


other 
The children of a certain large primary department, in 
which attendance and instruction have been regular, are be- 
ginning to show danger signals, Too readily and mechani- 
cally they answer questions about ‘‘ kings,’’ ‘‘ idols,’’ etc, 
What is this ability to recite doing for them? A noted 
preacher puts the whole thing in a nutshell when he says, 
“The great trouble with the stuff taught in our schools is that 
so much of it always remains stuff, and never gets worked up 
into boy.’? We have found it wellnigh impossible to ‘* work 
up into boy’’ accounts of Jehoshaphat, Asa, and the rest. * 
Whatever the lesson, we must not lose sight of the actual 
We are here for the sake of the chil- 


dren, and there are times in our work of character building 


state of affairs in class, 


when affairs are, with our children, at a crisis in their souls’ 
history. When it-cémes to a question of rescuing the 
perishing, we teachers need pot worry our heads or the 
children’s heads about anything so remote as the Assyrian 
Invasion, 

Last week we rather neglected the historical part of our 
lesson, that we might bring comfort and help to our children 


” 


who had been ‘‘ very naughty ’’ during the week, and were 
suffering the pangs of,remorse. 
Our plan was to bring them into a mood to confess and ask 


We founded our lesson on the thought of ‘‘ God 


, 


forgiveness, 
our refuge and help ”’ when we are discouraged by our own 
wickedness. 

We considered it important that the children should try 
tuing the week, by prayer and practice, to overcome temp- 
lions which surely awaited them. This was more practical 
than to require them to spend much of their time in contem- 
plating the fate of the hundred fourscore and five thousand 
who were smitten by the angel of the Lord. 

If we use the story of Manasseh to-day, we use it only to 
show that God blessed Manasseh as soon as he was honestly 
Sorry for his sin. Yet we are not to think that our Father 
ever negiects or forgets us, even-when we are very wicked in- 
deed. Here we introduce the Golden Text, with its thought, 
“Faithful to forgive, faithful to cleanse.’’ 

Have our remorseful children begun already to find help 
and comfort in confession and forgiveness? We need to 
handle with tact and delicacy a subject so near the heart. 
Uur next step (if we can take it without rudely entering 
the citadel of the child’s soul) is to show that confession 
and forgiveness are only starting-points in our work of over- 
Coming, q 

In a mixed class, where our so-called ‘‘ hopeless cases ”’ 
would be a discordant element, we are handicapped with a les- 
Son of this kind unless we can manage even temporarily to 
‘eparate the sheep from the goats. A defiant spirit kills a 
Personal lesson, and for this reason we must separate the 
gentle from the unruly. 

With these latter the history of Manasseh’s sin is just the 
“rt of lesson we wish to avoid, because we are trying to 
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teach them the beauty of holiness (positive), by holding before 
their eyes the glorious, courageous work of the world’s 
heroes, reserving for climax the study of Christ’s heroism. 

This plan cannot be carried out in one Sunday, or in two, 
but must grow by the development of honest impulses in the 
children as they are led to take part in discussions. Teach 
by illustration the difference between reckless daring and 
true courage. Be careful in talking about reckless daring, 
because our boys honestly admire it, and must have careful 
instruction before they can understand the difference between 
the courage that saves lives and souls and the courage that 
is of no particular use to anybody,—to the hero least of all. 

If obliged to include Manasseh in our lesson plan, we may 
show his courage in turning face about, dropping old habits, 
thoughts, and things, taking his stand against a whole country 
full of heathen as soon as he was assured that ‘‘ the Lord, he 
is God.’’ 

Northampton, Mass. 
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The Superintendent’s Review 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 


MANASSEH’S 
SIN 


Did you ever read the Life of anybody? Of whom? 
Lives of what people are in our Sunday-school library? 
(Say a word for the reading of the good biographies, mis- 
sionary and otherwise, owned by the school.) Lives are 
generally written: about men or women noted far some par- 
ticular thing. Why was the life of Abraham Lincoln written ? 
of David Livingstone ? 

To-day’s lesson is a part of a little Life of Manasseh, which 
we have in two volumes, one in the Kings, the other in the 
Chronicles. From which volume is the lesson taken ? 
the particular thing about Manasseh was his sin. (Rehearse 
briefly the story of the king’s wickedness, ending with the 
bloody persecution of the devoted adherents of the true God 
(2 Kings 21 : 16). 

Think of such sin ! 


AND 
REPENTANCE 


Now, 


If he had been an ordinary man,—but 
he was a king, and thousands were led by him into sin, and 
shared in the suffering that sin brought. 
too, —how ? 

In his prison-cell he repented, and God heard him, forgave 
him, and gave him another chance to be a good king. He 
tried to atone for his past wickedness. Do you think he sue 
ceeded? Could he restore his dead victims to life, or save 
the souls that he had led astray? No; the consequences 
stayed, and we still remenber him as Manasseh the great 
sinner. 

But not so God, 


Manasseh suffered 


What does God do with our sins? (Rub 
out ‘*Sin and.’’) Read what is left. That is what God 
reads. But where is the long list-of good deeds that ought to 
be written in here? Alas ! Manasseh never had a chance to 
live his life over again. 

Trenton, N. J. 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


EVIEW.—What danger threatened Hezekiah? Who 
prophesied deliverance ? 
come? 

2. SIN (vs. 9, 10).—-Who succeeded Hezekiah ? (2 Chron. 
32 : 33.) What evils did he introduce ? (2 Chron. 33 : 1-9.) 
What was his crowning blasphemy? (2 Kings 23 : 4.) How 
did he treat those that followed God? (2 Kings 21 : 16.) 
What are some of the ways in which rulers can influence their 
nations? Why is it mentioned in this connection that God 
had destroyed such heathen as they were imitating? In what 
ways did God speak to king and people? What are some of 
the foolish arguments that doubtless closed their ears against 
the truth ? 

3. PunisHMENT (v. 11).—In what natural ways connected 
with Manasseh’s folly may God have brought the Assyrians 
upon him? What is meant by the phrase ‘‘ took Manasseh 
among the thorns’’? Why was he taken to Babylon, and 
not to Nineveh? What are some of the punishments that are 
sure to follow rejection of God ? 

4- REPENTANCE (v. 12).—What.-is repentance? 
proves that Manasseh’s repentance was genuine ? 
false repentance ? 


How did the deliverance 


What 
What is 


5. PARDON (v. 13).—Why was repentance necessary before 
God could forgive? Why was prayer necessary? How do 
we know that God will always forgive when men pray for 
pardon? How, without this sad experience, might Manasseh 
have known ‘that the Lord he is God’’? 
know that God has pardoned our sins ? 


How may we 
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6. REFORMATION (vs. 14-16).—What would you have 
thought of Manasseh’s repentance if he had not reformed? 
What wall did he build? Why? Where was Gihon? ‘the 
valley’’? ‘the fish gate’’?? Ophel? What were the 
** fenced cities’? ? What other reforms did Manasseh accom- 
plish? What were some of the results of his sin that he could 
not remedy? 

For the Superintendent 


1. About what king have we studied to-day? 2. What 
was his great sin? 3. How did God punish it? 4. When 
did God pardon him? 5. How did God show that he had 
pardoned him? 6. What are we to learn from Manasseh’s 
story? (Golden Text.) 


Boston, Mass. 
> 


Questions to be Answered in Writing 


1. Of what sin of Manasseh does this lesson tell? 2, How 
did God punish him? 3. Why did God forgive him? 4, 
How did Manasseh show that he truly repented ? 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Dr. William Wright 


F HE Caprains OF THE Host OF AssyRiA, WHICH TOOK 

MANASSEH IN CHAINS.’’—According to the Author- 
ized Version, they ‘‘ took Manasseh among the thorns.’’ The 
word here translated variously ‘‘ thorns’? and ‘‘ chains ”’ 
would be more exactly translated ‘ rings,’’ and refers to the 
Assyrian custom of leading distinguished captives in triumph 
by rings fastened in the nose, to which ropes were attached. 
They ‘‘ took Manasseh captive with rings,’’ just as they say in 
England of a fierce bull, ‘* He was taken to market with a 
ring.’’ The use of the ring was well known among Orientals. 
A ring, similarly named, was passed by fishermen through 
the jaws of a fish, and by a rope fastened to the shore, In 
this way the captive fish was preserved alive and fresh until 
required for eating. 
Job 41 : 1, 2). - It would seem also that the ring was used for 
inflicting punishment (Amos 4 : 2), 
on 2 Kings 19 : 28. 

‘* BROUGHT HIM AGAIN TO JERUSALEM INTO HIS KING- 
pom.’’—It has been urged that the king of Assyria would 
never have allowed a foreign potentate, who had been once 
his captive, to return again to his own kingdom, but the 
cuneiform inscriptions entirely dispose of this contention, 
Necho, one of the Pharaohs, was carried in chains by Assur- 
banipal to Nineveh, and afterwards permitted to return again 
as Pharaoh to Egypt. 

There is much light from cuneiform inscriptions on the 


This custom is the basis of the figure in 


See also previous lesson 


story of Manasseh, who is referred to by name. 
London, England. 
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Lesson Plan 
Topic: Administering Chastisement to Secure Reform 
Analysis 


I, MANASSEH’S SINS (vS. 9, 10). 


1. Misleading his people (9 a). 2, Surpassing the hepthen (9 4). 
3. Despising God's warnings (10). 


Il, MANASSEH’S CHASTISEMENT (vs. I1, 12 @). 
1, From Jehovah (11 a). 3. Through captivity (11 ¢). 
2. By Assyria (11 4). 4 Through deportation (11 @), 


5. In distress (12 a). 
Ill, MANASSEH’S REFORMATION (vs. 12 6-16). 


. Seeking Jehovah (12 4). 7. Garrisoning Judah (14 8). 

. Humbling himself (12 ¢). 8. Expelling idolatry (15). 

. Praying devoutly (13 a). g. Rebuilding Jehovah's altar 
Experiencing favor (13 4). (16a) 

. Gaining knowledge (13 ¢). 10. Renewing Jehovah's sacri- 
. Fortifying Jerusalem (14 2). fices (16 6) 

11. Exalting the Lord (16 ¢). 


OUpPw PH 


Daily Home Readings 


M.—2 Chron. 33: 1-8. <A wicked son. 
T.—2 Kings 21 : 10-17. 
W.—2 Chron, 33: 9-16. Manasseh’'s sin and repentance, 
T.—Jer. 15 : 1-7. Anger with sin. 

F.— Deut. 30 : I-10. 
S.—Psa. §1 : 1-19. 
S.—Luke 15 : 11-24. 


God's judgment. 


Promise of mercy. 
A penitent's prayer. 
Repentanc e and return. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association.) 


ee 


Quarterly Lesson Plan 


TOPIC FOR THE QUARTER : Jehovah's Goodness to a Way- 
ward People. 


GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Return unto me, and J 
will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.—Mal. 3: 7. 
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Lesson Calendar 


1. October 2.—Reformation under Asa 2 Chron. 14: 2-12 
2. October 9.—Jehoshaphat's Good Keign . 2 Chron. 17: 1-10 
3. October 16 I'he Temple Repaired . 2 Chron. 24 : 4-93 


Isaiah Called to Service. ..... 2. 2. ees Isa. 6: 1-13 


5. October 30.—Messiah’s Kingdom Foretuold ....... Isa. 11; 1-10 


4. October 23 


6. November 6.—Hezekiah’s Great Passover . . . 2 Chron, 30: 1-13 
7. November 13.—The Assyrian Invasion . 2 Kings 19: 20-22, 28-37 
8. Nov. 20.—Manasseh's Sin and Repentance . 2 Chron. 33: 9-16 
9. November 27 Prov. 4: 10-19 
10. December 4.—The Book of the Law Found 2 Kings 22: 8-20 
I'rying to Destroy God's Word... . . Jer. 36 : 20-32 


12. December 18.—The Captivity of Judah ........ Jer. 52: 1-11 


~—Temperance Lesson 
it, December 11 


j Review. 


13. December 25 L Or, A Christmas Lesson 


Heb. 1: 1-9 


* 
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Books and Utiters 


Addresses, Essays, and Sermons * 


ISHOP POTTER of New York, in The Scholar and 
the State, has published a collection of discourses 

and essays, mainly ‘‘occasional’’. addresses, which 
fully express his wide sympathy with men and public 
affairs. Most of them bear on questions of national life 
as affected by the scholarly element of our population, 
the title discourse furnishing the key-note. Some are 
university addresses, others are anniversary memorials, 
While the dates of 


original presentation cover nearly twenty years, there is 


not a few are magazine articles. 


a unity of thought and purpose jin the entire series. 
Everywhere the scholarly flavor is apparent, but scholar- 
The utter- 
ances illustrate the main thought enforced in one dis- 


ship is regarded as a means, not an end. 
course, ‘‘ Scholarship and Service,’’ delivered at the 
centennial celebration of Union College,—a discourse 
which has the personal pathos derived from the fact that 
the semi-centennial address had been given by Bishop 


Potter's honored father, then professor at the college. - 


As there is a variety in scholarly service, so the ad- 
dresses, though voicing the same sentiment, touch upon 
In all there is a tone of practical good 
The volume is encouraging, and would prove 


many topics. 
sense, 
helpful to many Christian workers who need a tonic of 
this kind. 

A smaller volume by Bishop Potter, Addresses to 
Women Engaged in Church Work, contains five such 
They were never written, and are published 
from short-hand reports. More familiar than the for- 
mal orations in the other volume, they still sound the 
same note. 


addresses. 


Here service is emphasized, but in its rela- 
tion to devotion. Thoroughly practical, the advice is 
Sanctified common sense often 
manifests itself in discovering the true correlation be- 
The 


intensely religious. 


tween things popularly regarded as antagonistic. 





* The Scholar and the State, and other Orations and Addresses. By 
Heury Codman Potter, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of New York. Crown 8vo, 
pp. x. 335. New York: Century Co. $2. 

Addresses to Women Engaged in Church Work. 
Potter, D.D., LL.D f 
Co. $1. 

Sermons Preached in Westminster Abbey. 
D.bD., Canon of Westminster, etc. 
& J. B. Young & Co. § $1.75. 

The Service of God : Sermons, Essays, and Addresses. By Samuel A. 
Barnett, Warden of ‘Toynbee Hall, Whitechapel, Canon of Bristol Ca- 
thedral. remo, pp. viii, 346. New York: Longmans, Green, & Co. §2. 

The Hope of Immortality By the Rev. J. E. C. Welldon, Head 
Master of Harrow School. 12mo, pp. viii, 350. New York: Macmillan 


By Meaty Codman 
16mo, pp. 149. New York: E. P. Dutton & 


By Basil Wilberforce, 
12mo, pp. viii, 244. New York: E. 


Co $r.50 

The Conquered World, and Other Papers. By R. F. Horton, M.A., 
D.D. [Small Books on Great Subjects.] 16mo, pp. 128. New York: 
Thomas Whittaker so cents 

The Sacrifice of Christ: Its Vital Reality and Efficacy. By Henry 
Wace, D.D., Prebendary of St. Paul’s Cathedral, etc. 16mo, pp. viii, 93. 
New York: Macmillan Co. 50 cents. 


The Attractive Christ, and Other Sermons. 
Arthur. 12mo, pp. 327. Philadelphia 
Society. §r. 


By Robert Stuart Mac- 
American Baptist Publication 


The Incarnate Word, and Other Sermons. 
D.D., Rector of Grace Church, Orange, N. J. 
York: Thomas Whittaker. &1. 50. 

A Young Man's Difficulties with his Bible 
temo, pp. 196. Philadelphia: American 
ciety. Br. 

Children’s Day : Addresses to Children and Parents on Familiar Sub- 
jects of Life and ey By James Gardiner Vose, D.D.,; Pastor of the 
feneficent Church, Providence, R. 1. Small 1:2mo, pp. 182. Boston: 
The Pilgrim Press. §r. 

Weighed and Wanting: Addresses on the Ten Commandments. By 
dD. L Moody Small remo, paper, pp. 125. Chicago : The Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association. 15 cents. 


By Anthony ay 
t2mo, pp. 248. New 


By D. W. Faunce, D.D. 
Baptist Publication So- 


The Birth and Boyhood of Jesus. By George F. Pentecost, D.D 
ramo, pp. viii, 399. New York: American Tract Society. $1.75. 

The Clock of Nature. By Hugh Macmillan, D.D., LL.D., etc. 12mo, 
pp. vill, 356. New Vork: Thomas Whittaker. $1.50 

For Christ's Crown, and Other Sermons. By David James Burrell, 
D.D., Pastor of the Collegiate Church at Fifth Avenue and Twenty- 
ninth Street, New York. 12mo, pp. 370. New York : Wilbur B. Ketcham. 
$1.50. . 

The Golden Passional, and Other Sermons 
D.D. 12mo, pp. 338. 

The Growing Revelation. 
2s4. New York 

Berbed Arrows 


By David James Burrell, 
New York: Wilbur B. Ketcham. §1.50. 

By Amory H. Bradford. remo, pp. xiv, 
Macmillan Co. §r.90. 


From the Quiver of C. H. Spurgeon. r2mo, pp. 277. 


“New York : Fleming H. Revell Co. gr. 
In this Present World. [Sermons.! By George Hodges (D.D.}. 1amo, 
pp. vii, 223. New York: Thomas Whittaker. §:. 
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Bishop of New York has a strong word to say to Christian 
women on ‘ wholeness," — a complete, symmetrical 
womanhood. 

As Canon of Westminster, Dr. Basil Wilberforce 
preaches, in his turn, in the historic abvey. The ser- 
mons now collected in a volume, under the title Sermons 
Preached in Westminster Abbey, were delivered there, 
and taken down by reporters. No effort at literary 
finish has been made. While there is no order ap- 
parent in the series, the church year seems to have 
affected the arrangement to some extent. Several of the 
and Canon 
Wilberforce advocates the views of Dean Farrar. In- 
deed, he acknowledges his obligation to all the writers 
of the ‘‘theological-forwards’’ school of thought. In 
style and thought he represents the modern Anglican 
clergyman, and the volume is a suggestive one for the 
student of recent theological movements. 

It is some distance, in more senses than one, from 
Westminster Abbey to Toynbee Hall. The warden of 
the latter institution, in Whitechapel, London, is also a 
cinon. In The Service of God twenty-five years of ex- 
perience in this philanthropic church work furnish the 
material for the addresses. They are not theoretical 
discussions of social problems, but the result of many 
attempts and failures, and of much knowledge of the 
real thought, as well as of the condition, of the poor of 
London. The text of the volume is, ‘‘ The Service of 
God is the Service of Man,’’ and the plea put forth is 
for Christian philanthropy. In the light of the service 
of God the author discusses some human relationships, 
feelings, dnd modern movements. The tone is frank as 
well as devout, and the efforts sketched show how fully 
the Anglican Church has entered upon the great task 
laid upon it by the enormous destitute population of the 
metropolis. It is a hopeful sign that such labors are 
entrusted to men of intelligence and refinement like 
Canon Barnett 

The head-master of Harrow School publishes an essay 
upon The Hope of Immortality, which contains the sub- 
stance of the argument given in his Hulsean Lectures at 
Cambridge University, but with additional matter. The 
points treated are, the nature, history, and value of the 
belief in immortality, the external and internal evi- 
dences, and the Christian amplification of the belief. 
The book is for popular use, though the result of exact 
scholarship. In discussing the Christian revelation the 
author takes ‘‘flesh’’ in too narrow a sense, making it 
almost identical with bodily appetite. The argument 
he presents is valid, despite some statements on points 
where a difference of opinion obtains among exegetes. 

Dr. Horton, an English Congregational minister, who 
lectured at Yale University a few years ago, is the author 
of some essays collected in a volume of the series en- 
titled Small Books on Great Subjects. In The Con- 
quered World of this series the topic of the first paper is 
Christ's Overcoming the World (John 16 : 33), and isa 
call to faith in a triumphing Redeemer. Others of the 
essays are in lighter vein, though all are helpful and per- 
vaded by a deeply religious purpose. 
style is familiar and attractive. 

In Tht Sacrifice of Christ, the five discourses originally 
delivéred in Lincoln's Inn Chapel by Prebendary Wace, 
set forth most clearly and earnestly the vital reality of 
our Lord's sacrifice of himself. The history of the 
sacrifice, its efficacy, effect, the testimony on the sub- 
ject, and its sufficiency, are taken up in order. The 
discussion is profoundly religious rather than theologi- 
cal, and the author illustrates well his own language : 
‘* There is no truth of our faith which, when interpreted 
by the simple language of our Lord and his disciples, 
will be found to touch our hearts more closely than that 
of his atonement."’ 

Dr. MacArthur of New York publishes a volume of 
his morning discourses, twenty in number, in The At- 
tractive Christ. The opening sermon is on the-attrac- 
tive Christ, the closing one on the beatific vision ; other 
than this there is no distinctly marked order of arrange- 
ment. All are admirable specimens of faithful pastoral 
instruction. The author is direct, earnest, thoughtful, 
and his public utterances show thorough preparation, 
exegetical as well as homiletical. 

Dr. Schuyler speaks of his volume, The Incarnate 
Word, as ‘‘a selection of plain unconnected parochial 
sermons, scattered through a series of years."" That his 
parishioners, to whom he has ministered for thirty years, 
should desire such a publication, is but natural. As 


sermons deal with eschatological topics, 


Dr. Horton's 


~ Vol. 40, No. 5 
usual with Episcopal clergymen, the arrangement j, 
largely influenced by the church year ; indeed, one dic 
course is largely on this topic. The spiritual tone of jhe 
entire series is manifest. The preacher is evidently in 
close touch with his people, and the knowledge of thei, 
wants and temptations, gained by a long pastorate, jy 
indicated in nearly every page. A portrait of the autho 
adds to the value of the volume. 

To meet the perplexities of young men in regard tp 
the Bible, Dr. Faunce, then of Concord, New Hamp. 
shire, delivered some discourses of an apologetic charac. 
ter. These were afterwards published in A Young 
Man's Difficulties with his Bible, with necessary mogj. 
fications. The book proved highly useful, and a ney 
and revised edition now appears. The results of schol. 
arship are given, and the method employed has grown 
out of actual contact with young men, who presented to 
the author their difficulties. 
vised ‘‘ up to date."’ 
its purpose. ; 

Dr. Vose has the art of addressing children, as his 
volume entitled Children’s Day shows. 
language clothes great thoughts. 
Christian, not pharisaical. 


This edition has been re. 
It is an admirable hand-book fo, 


The simple 
The thoughts are 
While some of the matter 
had in mind the older auditors, the addtfesses were for 
the children. It is refreshing to see, in such a volume 
as this, the marked advance in comprehension of child. 
life, and in recognition of child-piety, as well as of the 
pastor's privilege in caring for the little ones. 

Mr. Moody, in Weighed and Wanting, prefaces his 
addresses on the Ten Commandments with one on Bel. 
shazzar’s Feast. Then, in his frank and forceful way, 
he takes up each of the Commandments. After this 
‘‘law-work’’ comes a pithy gospel address, entitled 
‘*The Handwriting Blotted Out.’’ All are in Mr. 
Moody’s best vein, and the booklet is published in in. 
expensive form to ensure wide circulation. 

Dr. Pentecost, in his work on The Birth and Boy- 
hood of Jesus, devotes twenty discourses to the inci 
dents narrated in the first two chapters of Luke and the 
visit of the wise men. Delivered extemporaneously it 
the regular course of ministerial duty, they have all the 
peculiarities of style belonging to Dr. Pentecost’s pulpit 
utterances. The material is derived almost exclusively 
from the Authorized Version, which, in these chapters, 
is not always exact in its renderings, and is often based 
upon doubtful readings, as the Revised Version clearly 
indicates. The very wholesome spiritual lessons en- 
forced in these sermons would have gained in power 
from closer adherence to the meaning of the very words 
of the original narrative. Dr. Pentecost accepts ‘about 
my Father's business'’ as the correct rendering of Luke 
2:49. The devoutness, earnestness, and effectiveness 
of the discourses, will be taken for granted by all who 
know the author. 

Dr. Hugh Macmillan is, in the best sense, a poetic 
interpreter of Scripture. The Clock of Nature pre- 
sents the same features as his previous works. In each 
each discourse some figure or figurative suggestion in the 
Bible is made the basis of reflections upon the higher 
truths thus indicated. The discourses, though not 
labeled sermons, have all been used in the pulpit, and 
a few have already appeared in religious periodicals. 
The title of the book is taken from the first sermon, 0? 
the fig-tree as a sign of summer, and «‘ The Clock of 
Nature'’ is represented as the wise ordering of God in 
the natural world to indicate the seasons. The lessons 
for daily life are duly enforced from this. obvious fact 
So, throughout, a single fact or figure is in each case ¢t- 
larged upon, with appreciative insight into nature, an 
reverent recognition of God's hand in all these things 

The ordinary pulpit ministrations of the Rev. Dt 
Burrell are represented in two volumes recently pub- 
lished, For Christ's Crown, and The Golden Passional 
The marble Collegiate Reformed Church in New York 
has long been a landmark on Fifth Avenue, and 
from its sacred desk evangelical 
been proclaimed. 


doctrine has ev 
Formerly a system of rotation pr 
vailed in the Collegiate churches, which formed om 
ecclesiastical corporation. But now each church has 
own pastor. Dr. Burrell maintains the reputation of the 
collegiate church for orthodoxy, and his pulpit utte™ 
ances are fresh, earnest, and effective. Usually ora 
in style, the preacher often shows his power in attacking 
social evils. The ornaments are then stripped of © 
allow him to deal sledge-hammer blows. A few title 
will show the variety of topics : ‘*‘ The University of 
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November 5, 1898 


Jerusalem,” ‘Tom Brown of Rugby,’’ ‘‘ How to Read 
History,”’ ‘‘ The Epworth Singer,’’ ‘‘ The Sunday News- 
paper,” ‘‘Orthodoxy’’ (these in the first volume) ; 
«Progress in Old Paths,’’ «‘Search the Scriptures,"’ 
«The Creed of the Mount,”’ «* Sunday. Pleasures "* (in 
the second series). Dr. Burrell is stanch in his devo- 
tion to the Scriptures, and yet his method of treatment 
i; rarely expository. He occasionally recognizes the 
results of modern. exegesis, but oftener holds to the 
older interpretations as embodied in the Authorized 
Version. 

The Growing Revelation is the title of a collection of 
discourses in sharp contrast with those of Dr. Burrell 
Dr. Bradford delivered most of them in England as well 
asin his own pulpit.at Montclair, New Jersey. While 
not forming a distinct series, they represent a distinct 
line of thought, as the title of the book indicates. What 
that line of thought is the author states succinctly in a 
Prologue : ‘* There is a Growing Revelation. .. . The- 
ology to-day is of two kinds ;: traditional and indepen- 
dent. The traditional clings to old forms and phrases, 
emphasizes authority, and is trying to believe that 
thought concerning God, salvation, duty, destiny, has 
undergone no change ; the independent asks only for 
realities ; it does not break with the past, yet often: re- 
fuses to be bound by its conclusions. The traditional 
asks what views others have held ; the independent asks 
only what is true inthe light of to-day. There may be 
a middle ground, and possibjy the truth lies hidden 
there.’’ The discourses, in one form or other, present 
this idea, and in an Epilogue the author sums up the 
gains, as he conceives them, of the ‘‘ independent”’ 
methed of dealing with theology. Throughout the tone 
is devout, the method is scholarly, the style is clear, and 
the thought is stimulating, though it will be startling to 
many readers. 

Barbed Arrows is a collection, not of discoures, but 
of illustrations and anecdotes from the sermons of the 
late Charles H. Spurgeon. The editor is the son of the 
famous preacher, and he has arranged the pertinent 
paragraphs by topics, in alphabetical order; adding a 
good index for consulting the volume. _The matter, 
hough thus: disjointed, presents.all. the characteristics 
of the great preacher. Whether in the form of a perti- 
nent anecdote, or in that of a homely illustration, or in 
that of a pithy epigram, each and all are distinctly the 
utterances of Mr.-Sputgeon. As his sermons and other 
writings have had the largest circulation of any religiods 
literature in the latter half of this century among Eng- 
lish-speaking people, there will be many readers of this 
collection of arrows from his quiver. 

The Rev. Dr. Hodges is dean of the Episcopal Theo- 
logical School at Cambridge, Massachusetts. Some of 
the twenty sermons in this volume were delivered in the 
chapel of that school, and others in the chapel of Har- 
vard University ; yet all are simple in style, and free 
from theolegical discussion and display of learning. 
They are plain, straightforward presentations of his views 
of Bible truths and daily duty. 


xz %% 
lewish Services in Sy and Home. By Lewis N. Dem- 
bitz. (z2mo, pp. 487. Philadelphia: The Jewish Publica- 


tion Society. $1.75.) 

History of the Jews. By Professor H. Graetz ‘Index volume, 
with a memoir of the author by Dr. Philip Bloch, a chroro- 
logical table of Jewish history, and four maps. (8vo, 
ee Philadelphia : The Jewish Publication So- 
No voutews publication of The Jewish Publication 

Society quite equals the first of these two books in interest 

and utility. Every one who has attended a synagegue 

service, or looked into a Jewish prayer-book, must have 
been made aware that the liturgic system of the syna- 
fogue demands study if it is to be understood. Mr. 

Dembitz seems to have mastered the whole subject, in 

both its present status and the historical development it 

has undergone. He gives his readers all the preliminary 
information needed in a sketch of the nation since the 

Captivity, and the rise of the synagogue worship. He 

describes the differences which distinguish the Sephar- 

dim from the Ashkenazim, and notes at every point the 

discrepancies of their liturgic traditions. He then pro- 

ceeds to the analysis of the services, giving all the im- 

portant prayers, benedictions, and thanksgivings in 

English, and showing which parts are of early date and 

Which were added later. He also describes, not very 

flatteringly, the poetry of the synagogue, some of which 

fates back to an early point im the Christian era) From 
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the synagogue he passes to the Jewish home, giving the 
weekly services at the coming of the sabbath, at the 
passover, at marriages, and the like. Mr. Dembitz 
exercises a sort of ‘‘ higher criticism’’ on the Jewish 
Prayer-Book, but he ascribes a great antiquity to the 
oldest part of the service, holding that portions are older 
than some of the psalms, and were the work of the body 
which Jewish tradition calls The Great Synod. He 
relies on Talmudic tradition for this and for much else in 
his book. He also uses the New Testament freely, as a 
source of history of the synagogue, and as illustrating 
some Jewish Wages. Christian readers will find much 
in the book that will be helpful to the understanding of 
the Gospels, But they hardly will agree with Mr. Dem- 
bitz that the Epistle to the Hebrews is ‘‘ the most typical 
example of the Midrashic style’’ of exposition, when 
he suggests that a representative Midrashic preacher 
‘not only misconstrues every verse, but also misreads 
several words of the scriptural text.'’ The immense 
number of documents and details to be handled made 
this book far from easy to write. Its form of arrange- 
ment and exposition is not always of the best, and 
the author makes large demands on the attention of 
his readers. But the book repays attention, and casts 
new light on a subject of surpassing interest. 
The Jewish Publication Society is to be congratulated 
on the completion of a large undertaking, in its English 
version of Professor Graetz’s History of the Jews. 
The book is one with a purpose. The author aims at 
showing that history vindicates the continued existence 
of Judaism, whose mission was not exhausted—as. some 
Christians contend—by preparing the way for Chris- 
tianity. He naturally lays great stress on the wonderful 
vitality of the race and its beliefs. This, however, 
raises the question whether the race is not now the 
vehicle of the beliefs, where once the beliefs were the 
support of the race. At any rate, the matter is helped 
toward a fair conclusion by having the Jewish case 
stated by a scholar of great learning and a writer of 
real vigor. This sixth volume opens with a loving and 
spirited narrative of Professor Graetz’s fife by a friend 
and disciple. It shows him to have been one of those 
who supported Abraham Frankel in resisting the radical 
‘«reforms'’ which would have destroyed the identity of 
Judaism. And.-this spirit of conservatism inspires his 
history as it did his life. - The index to the work is very 
full and satisfactcry. 
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Christianity the World-Religion : Lectures Delivered in India 
and Japan. [Barrows Lectures, 1896-97.] By John Henry 
Barrows, D.D. (12mo, pp. 412. Chicago: A. C. McClurg 
&Co. $1.50.) 


A World-Pilgrimage. By John Henry Barrows. 
Mary Eleanor Barrows. 
Clurg & Co. $2.) 


A peculiar interest attaches to John Henry Barrows's 
volume on Christianity the World-Religion, in conse- 
quence of its genesis. Dr. Barrows, then pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Chicago, was the most 
active promoter of the World's Parliament of Religions, 
held in that city during the Fair. Mrs. Haskell founded 
a lectureship on comparative religion‘in the University 
of Chicago, of which Dr. Barrows became the incumbent. 
She then founded a second lectureship, naming it after 
Dr. Barrows, the peculiar design of which was to provide 
for discourses to be delivered in India, on the relations 
of Christianity to other religions. Her wish was that 
the first course be given by Dr. Barrows, and this volume 
is the record of his fulfilment of her wish. The author 
indicates that he delivered more than one hundred and 
ten lectures and addresses during his travels in India, 
doubtless repeating much that is printed in the book. 
His constant insistence upon the supremacy of Chris- 
tianity is evident. “This was the only proper course, 
though it aroused some antagonism. The titles of the 
lectures will give some idea of the general treatment : 
‘*The World-wide Aspects of Christianity,'’ ‘The 
World-wide Effects of Christianity,"’ ‘‘ Christian ‘The- 
ism as the Basis of a Universal Religion,’’ «* The Uni- 
versal Book,’’ ‘‘The Universal Man and Saviour,’’ 
‘« The Historic Character of Christianity as Confining its 
Claims to World-wide Authority,’’ ‘‘ The World’s Par- 
liament of Religions.’" Useful matter is appended, 
with bibliographical notices, and a full index. The 
author has treated his topic with the skill resulting from 
his special training for such a task. When Dr. Bar- 
rows was in India delivering these lectures, he con- 
tributed letters to the religious weeklies during this 


Edited by 
(8vo, pp. 479. Chicago: A. C. Me- 
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trip, and from these his daughter has compiled A World- 
Pilgrimage. It contains, of course, much that is familiar 
to those who either have taken such a journey or have 
read books of its class. But Dr. Barrows, as a bright, 
cultivated, and observant man, with lively interest in all 
social and spiritual concerns, could not fail to tell us 
much that is fresh and valuable. This is especially true 
of the last ‘chapters, which deal with the Asiatic part 
of the journey. ‘ 
* 


The Study of the Child: A Brief Treatise on the Psychology of 
the Child, with Suggestions for Teachers, Students, and 


Parents. By A. R. Taylor, Ph.D. [International Education 
Series. Edite@ by William ‘T. Harris, A.M., LL.D.] (16mo, 
pp. xliii, 215. New York: D. Appleton & Co. $1.50.) 


In the deluge of literature on the subject of child 
study poured forth from the press in the last three or 
four years, one often wonders where to find just the 
right sort of book to put into the hands of the parent or 
untechnical teacher. Dr. A. R. Taylor, President of the 
State Normal School of Emporia, Kansas, now con- 
tributes a volume to the International Education Series 
which ought to go far toward supplying the want. In 
the first place, the author has a real appreciation of what 
the want has been, so he does not write on ‘child 
study,’’ but entitles his book The Study of the Child. 
The distinction is real, and the difference is great. The 
question with the parent, and, indeed, with the teacher, 
ought to be, not ‘‘Am I a child-student ?"’ but «‘ Do I 
know this child ?’’ A careful perusal of Dr. Taylor's 
chapters will unquestionably help the child's caretaker 
to this knowledge. A book upon an abstruse subject so 
simply and untechnically handled, and withal so thor- 
oughly up to our latter-day requirements, is a rare addi- 
tion to the literature of education. The preface of the 
editor, Dr. William T. Harris, gives to each book in 
this series added value, but in this book he makes an 
important contribution, brief though it is, on the ‘‘sym- 
bolic and conventional stages of mind in childhood and 
on the process by which the child outgrows the sym- 
bolic stage of mind.’’ The editor also discusses some 
other philosophical points in the study of the mind of 
the child. Much has ‘been said in some quarters re- 
cently about the formal-introduction of ‘‘ child study ’’ 
into the teaching ranks of the Sunday-school. Psycholo- 
gies have sometimes unadvisedly been recommended as 
text-books in this supposed part of the Sunday-school 
teacher's preparation. It would be well for Sunday-school 
teachers who wish to pursue a-psychological. course to 
examine a book like Dr. Taylor's; which will lead them 
into a conscientious inquiry as to how they can become 
better acquainted with the particular children in their 
particular care. . 

4 


Jesus the Nazarene is Certainly the Messiah of Prophecy. 
By the Rev. D. Y. Bagby, Ph.D. (Small ramo, pp. 178. 
Louisville, Kentucky : Baptist Book Concern. — $1.) 


The single topic dealt with in this little book, as indi- 
cated by its title, is an interesting one, which the author 
thinks ‘‘has been neglected by the book-writers.’’ In 
the first part the Old Testament Messianic prophecies 
are examined in detail ; in the second (and briefer) part 
they are arranged in the same order as in the first part, 
but the New Testament passages which state the fulfil- 
ment in each case are given in parallel columns. Eight 
chapters are devoted to the examination of the prophe- 
cies, under the following headings : The Coming Mes- 
siah, his Reception in the World; Natures of the 
Coming Messiahp-his Doctrines, his Life and Labors ; 
His Arrest and Death ; Messiah to Rise from the Dead ; 
His Kingdom to Spread the World Over. Two chapters 
are appended, entitled, Some Negative Views of the Life 
of Jesus, and Some Unavoidable Conalusions. In deal- 
ing with the Old Testament, the author assumes the 
Messianic character of those passages which find a ful- 
filment in New Testament facts. The text used is that 
of the Authorized Version, but a few explanatory foot- 
notes are given. The author writes in the tone of a 
preacher, rather than in that of an essayist, and presses 
home at every point the duty of accepting and trusting 
this Jesus in whom the many prophecies have been 
fulfilled. 

% 


Providence in America ; Or, The Problems of Self-Government. 
By the Rev. Clarence A. Vincent. (16mo, pp. 247. San- 
dusky, Ohio : Alvord-Peters Co. §1.) 


Mr. Vincent has undertaken to apply the methods of 
the Old Testament prophet to our American history. 
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He aims to show the divine leading and | 


the divine judgments which underlie the 
creation and growth of our nation, 
theme jis a great one, and calls for care- 


ful study of both past and present to do | 


it justice. The best contribution made 
to it is faund in Professor Henry Reed's 
little book on The American Union 
(Philadelphia, 1857). Mr. Vincent takes 
hold of the more obvious elements of the 
problem, and presents them somewhat 
effectively, but with rather more emphasis 
on the material side of our greatness than 
a prophet would have laid. Yet there is 
ethical stress also on questions of duty, 
especially in view of present demand for 
the right use of wealth, the advancement 
of reforms, and the elevation of our po- 
litical life. 


* 


Anti-Christian Cults: An Attempt to Show 
that Spiritualism, Theosophy, and Christian 
Science, are Devoid of Supernatural Powers, 
and are Contrary to the Christian Religion. 
by Rev, A. H. Barrington. With a Com- 
mendatory Preface by the Bishop of Mil- 
waukee. (8vo, pp. 170. Milwaukee: The 
Young Churchman Co. 50 cents. ) 


Mr. Barrington shows the new attitude 
toward Spiritualism and like misbeliefs, 


in that he tries to ascertain the residuum | 
He | 
does not simply dismiss them as either | 


of truth which gives them vitality. 
delusions, or impostors, or a mixture of 
both. But this method is not the short 
and easy one, and it demands more time, 
research, and study than he has spent 
It is not possible, therefore, to 
accept his book as a finality, but it has a 
good deal of material that others may 
find useful. 


contrast between the three systems under 


upon. it. 


discussion and Christianity, atd makes | 


some good points against their 
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Advertising Rate 
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contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
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subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
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~ Oxford 
Teachers’ Bibles 


‘* Oxford 
India- 
Paper ”’ 
Editions 


Light, Thin, Compact, Beautifully Printed 


The Dial, Chicago, says, January 16, 1898, of 
the Oxford India-Paper Edition : 


"The climax of Bible-making. 1,624 pases in the 
compass of aninch. A marvelous piece of book-making 
on India paper.”’ 


Rev. Harlan P. Beach, D.D., says : 


| “Vou have made the best edition of the 
Bible better even than it was before.’ 








Teachers’ 


For sate by all bookscticrs, Send fer catalog. 

. At Ta 

Oxford University Press 27.777;"" 
91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 


SHAPELY — PCRTABLE — PRACTICAL. 


THE 


Robert Raikes 
Sunday School 
Bible 


GOCD PAPER 
IMPROVED BINDINGS 
MPDERATE PRICES 


Contains in addition to text-and references all ant 
mation necessary for the use of 


|$. 8. SCHOLARS AND BIBLE WORKERS 


| Prices from $1.35 to $4.75 
Pull Descriptive Lis List on application 


E. & J.B. Young & Co., “Re oy Ve 





Nelson’s Teachers’ Bible 


containing 
‘« The lilustrated Bible Treasury ” 


The Sunday School Times, September 17, 1898, says: 
‘The Nelson Teachers’ bible is of high grude. The 
Iius! rated Bible Treasury is a collection of helps more 
full than most others, and showing great care in prepara- 
tion. For example, any one who will compare its treat- 
ment of the geozraphy, the topography, the astronomy, 
zoblogy, mineralogy, botany, 
Bible, with similar matter to be found anywhere else, 
will find the comparison greatly to the credit of this 
Bible. There are about three hundred and fift itlustra- 
tions. The Concordance, Subject-index, and Pronoun- 
cing Dictionary of Proper Names, are combined under 
one. alphabet. Another especial excellence is that its 
Concordance covers the Revised Version as well as the 
Old Version.” 
For sale by all booksellers, at prices from $1.25 to $7.00 ; 
or sent, postpaid, on receipt of price. Address, for par- 
ticulars, THos. Netson & Sons, 37 E. 18th St., N. Y 


CHRISTMAS BOXES 


Book Case Box.—Patented 


This is one of the best Sunday-schoo! 

Christmas boxes ever designed. 

| Going like hot cakes all over the 

United States. Folding style, hold half- 

| pound Handsomely lithographed. 

rae Price $2.30 per bundred, Send for 
S| finest Christmas cat. ever published. 
J.& PB. MY ERS, 85 John St., N.Y, 


The > Stara Judah 


| Write postal card to-day for a free sample copy of this 
| bright and musical Christmas Sunday-sc service. 
| | Hope Publishing Co., 84 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 
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CANTATAS 

Santa’s Decision, Hall and Mack 

Santa Claus’ Triumph, Gabriel 

Santa in Dollikins Plat, Fillmore 

General Santa Claus, Castle and Parks’ 


_Ward & Drummond, 164 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 


CHRISTMAS ECHOES © 


A new Service by Sweney and Entwisle (5 cents). 


CHRISTMAS ANNUAL NO. 20 


New Carols by Geibel, Entwisle, Sweney (5 cents). 


OuR OLD FRIEND SANTA 


An easy Cantata by Adam Geibel (25 cents), 


SPECIAL OFFER 


For 25 cents we will send you twelve different samples’, 
| of services, Ss: .» usual Brice 3 € $4 ged 100, reduced ~e per_ 
roo. JOHN J. HOO Arch St.5-Philadelphia. 








| 1898- Christmas Services-1898 


| New series of Hall-Mack Co.’s services. More beau- 
tiful than ever, New and original features suitable for, 
all schools. 
GUIDING STAR ) Samples of the 
MESSAGE OF PEACE > 3 services for ro cts, 
CHRISTMAS KING in stamps. 

A new cantata for children entitled SANTA’S DE- 
CISION, introducing witty dialogue, bright catchy 
songs and melodious chortises. 20 cents in stamps for 
sample. Send 8 cents in stamps for three other successes, 

Hall-Mack Co., Pubs., 1020 Arch St., Phila. Tullar- 
Mere dith Co.,We st'rn Agts. , 108 Ww ash’ton St.,C hic ago 


CHRISTMAS, 1898 


N SANTA CLAUS’ LAND. A new and attractive 
te cantata, By Stonny A. Saunpexs and Huserr P, 
| M atx. An original story. A very desirable chil- 
dren's entertainment. Price, 30c. per copy, postpaid. 
| THE ROVAL CHILD. Christmas Service No. 20. 
By Rev. Ropert Lowry. 


One of the best of Dr. 
ery: s. Price, 


5Sc., postpaid; $4 per roo, not 


15 SELECTED CHRISTMAS CAROLS, 5 cents. 
| Recitations for Christmas Time, No. 9, 4 cents. 


, THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. SEW vorK 


CHIC AGO — 


Novel features,at- 
ipa = music, 
to lear ” 
FOR XMAS, '98 and ines a to forget.”’ 
The Prophet ¢. Nazareth (with orchestra parts) 
and The Herald Star. 
Samples of each of above services and a_ year’s sub- 
scription to the Tullar-Mereditn Quarterly for-15c. 
| rices, ge © copy, 5c.; per dozen, soc. r 
| hundred, $4.00. rchestra, 9 parts, $1.00, complete. ) 
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
SANTA CL Ags’ TRIVU MPH. A cantata by Chas. H. 
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SANTA iN DOLLIKINS PLAT. ‘ cantata for very 
~ _ ‘ ay n ro the ir dolls. y J. H. Fillmore. 
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cHiMinid CHRISTMAS BELLS. A concert exercise 


Hartsough and lillmore. Price, 5 cents; so cents 
2 dozen, prepaid 


We publish Christmas music for all needs. Send for list. 
Fillmore Bros., {3°ijnic House, New York” 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

“On Earth Peace” 
“The Angel’s Message % 
well-known writers. New f § cts. each ; $3.75 


per 100. Full samples of both, nae Christmas 
catalog ~ other specialties for only 6c 


Na & Company, 249 Dock of 


Unique Service 


108 Washington St., Chicago. 
202 Broadway, New York. 


Two strikingly 
beautiful and 
original Christmas 
services by our 
atures, 


“Philadelphia. 


RINGS FOREVER BETHLEHEM’S HYMN 


| andl, +o yk: Marion ~ % “ music b 
an others. t 
CHILD'S WELCOME, for primary, by Mee Anna. 
5 cents. CHRISTMAS R E¢IT Sg om 15 cents. 
Henry D. y'D. Noyes & Boston, Mass. 


Christmas gx. 2: 
ju 

Church Choir, also new services for the | junds vBohook 

Descriptive catal e of 32 FREE. rite to 

GEO. F. ROSCHE 4 CO. W. Madison st. Chi- 
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FRACTIONS ani HEADACHES 


Are companions with many students. By the time the lessm 
is mastered the head is in a whirl. By playing the gameg 
Fraction-Play, fractions are unconsciously mastered; 
an interesting, entertaining brain stimulant ; 25 cents a pack 
Ornee Fiaesipe Evucationat Games. (Seld by dealers) 
Our Union, teaches United States geography, 25c. « pack 
A crea: ned the world’s geography and population, % 
White Squadron, depicts and describes our Navy, 

The Mayflower, depicting Pilgrim life and scenes, 





Flags, in colors; all countries; pleases the children, he 
Fireside Authors, new style rules; 52 portraits, % 
Yellowstone, i/lustrates Yellowstone National Park, 3 
Artisia, the most celebrated paintings of the world, % 
Poems, a fine came; famous quotations, illustrated, te 
P ive Niloe, game of letters; for social ente 
tainments, children’s parties ete.; can be played at fint 
trial. Game containg’tards for 4 tables or 16 players; 
We Sexp Free to introdu 
PECIA L our games a handsome ill 
trated booklet “Education y 
Play,” list of games andf 
coupon Oc. in pat 
pazmens of a sample gamed 
our dealer's, or remit to us full price of any game and it 
mailed with coupon, booklet and list. 
THE FIRESIDE GAME CO., Cincinnati, 4 
tuo BOOK OK AGENTS WANTED FOR 
OUR WAR WITH SPAIN 
ITS CAUSES, INCIDENTS, AND RESULTS. A reliable 
and exhaustive etory of the war. Civil, Military, and Naval, 
from its begin ning to the close. be ey fine one ol plates 
, one choice x: avings NE 
RUSSELL, ty by & Tey Ce Piroc TOR Vt) 
and SEN ATOK Tit STON (Neb.), One Agvnt cleared 
$200.00 in first two weeks, another $400.00 in th ce 
weeks. 1.0@ more Agents want-d. Dix ance no hinirance, 
for we Pay Fins ght, Give Credit, Extra Te ms, and Exclusive 
vy A “ v. for terms to the yaa publishers 
“WORTHINGTON & ~ Hartford, Conn, 
soLic: TORS WARTED FOR omy OFFICIAL BOOK. JUST wn 
THE STORY xtre PHILIPPINES 
By MURAT HALSTEAD, the Official Historian, 
under U.S. Government commission, in army camps, 
ri American trenches at Manila, on the Pacific, in 
WEY. s camps, on the flagship ** Olympia "’ 
DEW in roar of battle at fall of Manila. Bonanza 
for age Ky Brimful o€ official pictures. large book 
Low prices. Big profits. Credit given. Freight pa ‘« 
Drop trashy, unofficial war books. Some of « 
ayrente taking over 30 ordersaday. Qutfit free. 
W rite to-day. The Dominion Co., Dept.S P 2,Chicago. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


For the Sunday-School 
The Manger King (New) 


The Christmas Guest (X-w) 


Heralds of Peace 


. Most Successful Service of 1897 
Sead rocts. for samples of the three services. $4 per 10° 
ONE & BECHT 


s 
Publishers, 416 Arch Street, Philadelphia 


Mention this paper. 


1898 NEW AND UP TO DATE 


a's Two Christmas Services 
BEAUTIFUL BETHLEHEM STORY 
THE CHILD OF PROMISE. 

For beauty. of .melody, richness of harmony, and 
Christmas ring, they excel all others. Not difficult 
learn. ‘Their rare beauty lingers with you. You hum 
Gam, anpepae — aout your work. The cl — 
€ to sing them I es. c., sin $4 per 100 
Send roc. for Six kinds, rites : = 

GEO. C. HUGG, Author and Publisher, 

ee 2133 Newkirk St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Aid your Sestore increase aed } mage > ee and swell 
the colle day School by using 


SONGS OF THE SAVIORS LOVE 


A rare collection of sou rring songs with a str! 
ing individuatity about oe songs which can-? 
be found in other publications. The kind of musi 
ee = will come to hear and enjoy singing. 

af be Se . $25 per. 100. Abridged edition 96 pp. 1° songs 
wit musie boards 15¢.$10 per 100,Manilla j0c.% per 1@ 
Northwestern Music Co . 318 Dearborn St. Chicas 


CHRISTMAS SERVICE Po"), 2 
Money MERICA AN MUSIC 1 PUBLis SHING CO. 
New Brighton, Penna. —_—sAurrora, W. Virginia 


New Christmas Music for Sunday-schools _ 

By Adam Geibel and A. Frank Lehman. / hr 
beautiful services, attractive BR... choice musi: 
tions, etc. Samples, sc. r hundred. 
Geibel & Lehman, Sixth tnd ompson Sts., 


XMAS Etsgt stg 


1898 





cents. 
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November 5, 1898 


Work ano Whrkers 






Convention Calendar 


Connecticut, at New Haven, biennial . 
Columbia, at Wash- 

ington. . . November 14-16 
New Hz smpshire; 1 at Rothester . November 15-17 
Michigan, at Saginaw . November 15-17 
New Jersey, at Paterson, 


Nov. 8-19 


istrict of 


. November 15-17 
November 17, 18 


triennial . 
Oklahoma, at Perry 


Arkansas, at Fay etteville . November —— 
Arizona, at Phoenix . November 18-20 
Southern California, at Los ‘Angeles. Nov. 25-27 
Utah, at Salt Lake City . . . November 27-29 


“£2 





The omission of street 
numbers sometimes 
causes much trouble 
even to'well-known persons. Mrs. Julia 
M. Terhune’s full address was not given 
in her article on ‘‘ How Cuban Children 
in America are Being Cared for’’ in the 
Work and Workers’ department of The 
Sunday School Times for October 1, 1898, 
| and she writes that she will gladly reply 
to any letters concerning the Cuban work 
in Brooklyn, if addressed at 169 a Monroe 
Street, Brooklyn, New York. 


Cuban Work in 
Brooklya 


~~ 


7 
==. 


= 


.% 


Good Work of the ¥Vith all the aggressive 
American Sunday- work of the American 

School Union = Sunday-school Union 
in the Northwestern States there are still 
reported to be two and a quarter millions 
of children of school age out of the Sun- 
day-schoo. The Union is one of the 


state of affairs through the establishment 
of Sunday-schools, 
as to ‘‘ the progress of the kingdom," in 
this vast region of which F, C. -Encign 
is superintendent, from the statistics for 
the past six months from March to Sep- 
tember. In this time, 
of the society have accomplished the fol- 
lowing in the needy places, and for the 


2S sacPe es ais 


any other agency.’’ They organized 400 
new schools, having 1,538 teachers and | 
13,327 scholars, reorganized 231 schools, 


- 


Q 
= 
= 


containing 812 teachers and 7,377 schol- | 
They aided other and old schools in | 


an, ars, 


x“ 693 cases, where 3,942 teachers are giving 
on Bible instruction to 37,472 scholars ; de- 
4. livered 3,359 addresses, distributed 1,917 | 
' Bibles and Testaments, made 30, 780 vis- | 
its to families, circulated $1,821 
of religious literature, and they traveled | 
160,717 miles to do this work. The eco- | 
homical management of The American 
Sunday-school Union is indicated by the 
fact that $800 to $1,000 supports a mis- 
Sionary one year, and that $25 enables the | 
Society to plant a new Sunday-school. 


ree, 


dressing Mr. Ensign at 153 La Salle Street, 


fe Chicago. 
. 4 TRE SUPERINTENDENTS, 4 
rel ° OFFICERS Ano TEACHERS $ 


$4444 40044440406046604464 
; Send your address and you will receive ; 


TO SUNDAY scnoon = 
4 


rik ¢ cur large and handsome HOLIDAY 

nob 4 ANNUAL. It contains fall descriptions 4 

usi¢ + = our Sunday School Publications and 4 
+ Specialties, Christmas and Holiday 4 

ong 3 Goocs, Calendars, Cards, Gift Books, 4 

A + we “Everything for the Sunday > 
+ hooi.” Address, 


$ Davo C. Coox Pusuistine Company, : 
P¢ 36 Washington St., CHICAGO. 
YN . vlververev 
> Hoi When you write for the 4 
me ‘Gay Anwual, ask also for free sam 
4 scbics of our Lesson Helps and Papers. 
e aeaere our Com ensive (juarterly 4 
Young P e's Weekly to be in 4 
ei barably better and cheaper than all - 
3 liar publications. 


i vveveverrrccccescce 
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foremost agenciés to bring about a better} 


An idea may be gained 





‘«the missionaries | 


children who were not being cared for by | 


worth | 


Other information can be obtained by ad- 


A» ,™ 
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© By PoULTNEY BIGELOW 


O= of the 200 fascinating stories to be published in the 52 issues of the 1899 
volume of THE YOUTH’S COMPANION. Other leading features of the 


new volume will be: 


FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY, HENRY M. STANLEY. 


A BOYS’ FOX-YARD, 


HOW I WENT TO THE 


A NIGHT IN A BOX-CAR, 


The Companion’s 1899 Offer 


T® new subscriber will recetve not only the bolume for 1899, the best The Companion 
has ever published, but also the issues for the remaining weeks of 1898, free from the 
time of subscription. These issues will contain stories and articles by Rudyard Kipling, Mary 
E. Wilkins, Earl of Dufferin, W. D. Howells, Hon. Thomas B. Reed, Mme. Lillian Nordica 
and I. Zangwill. An additional gift Will be the beautiful Companion Calendar for 1899, de- 


signed exclusively for The Companion. Sold in the stores this Calendar would cost a dollar. 


LEYS IE IIS 











NEW SUBSCRIBERS who cut ont and send this sli 
COMPANION every week from the date of subscription until pacer? 
REE-—All the remaining issues of wae inclusive of the beautiful Double 


EE—The exquisi 


te Companion 
rettiest corner in the house. 


And Rite COMPANION for the 62 weeks of 1899—a library in itself. 


1900, includin, 


Calendar, lithographed in 12 
R i 


with $1.75 at once, will receive THE 


Holida Numbers. 
colors, suitable for the 





Illustrated Announcement and Sample Copies sent on request. 


THE YOUTH’S COMPANION, - - - 201 Columbus Avenue, BOSTON, MASS. 
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attractiveness. 
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Study the Lesson 


You may be sure it is more because of honest “ Don’t-know- 
how” than obstinate “ Will-not.” 

Do you SHOW the children HOW to study the lesson, 
or do you just TELL them to do it? 

Plenty of patient leading from step to step in ways of study, 
and clear directions as to how to master next Sunday’s lesson, are 
absolutely necessary in getting the children to study the lesson. 


The Scholars’ Magazine 


put into the hands of the children will help them to follow your 
directions. It is planned to give just that kind of aid. 
Bright stories and illustrations add to the magazine’s superior 


Three Months’ Trial 


(November, December, January) 


Two Two-Cent Stamps 
John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Do Not 


~wrwrrwfweefewerfer,* 
"wwrrerrererrrerrerr--” 
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~ The lamp-chimney Index 
is worth somé dollars a year 


to you — free. 


Write Macheth Pittsburgh Pa 


MONUMENTS 


DONT wag marti or granite WHITE BRONZE. 


you 4 saien 
enduri less expensive. 





on artistic and 


to suitall. Work delivered ‘Sverywhere ag ha = 
improved.. Write for designs and information. Costs 
nothing to ~-— * 
ak ing. Crumbling. 
NO ae Oo Cracking. 
MENTAL BRONZE CO. 
350 val Avenue, Bridgeport, Conn. 
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when the wick is the culprit. 
Wick ”’’ does not clog or creep, needs little trim 
ming of care. Send your name for a free sample 


“ Marshall WICK 


Process” 


ie wie’ perfection ; tnsurinc a steady brilliant flame. 


| 
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For sale by dealers 























AMERICAN FIRE 


Insurance Company. 
Office. Company's Building, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





o.v 
CASH CAPITAL g....0.00.00cc0 ceeceeeeeennees $500,000.00 
Reserve for petncuranss and an 
other claim ssorseess ARSON 
Surplus over all " Liabilities... «+ $42,301.03 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1898. 


$2,675,520.22. 


THOS. H. MON" TGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, lice-President, 
"RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas 
wee Asst. Sec. 
Ni. . KELLY, Genl. Agt. 


DIRECTORS: 
Thos. H. Montgomery, 
Israel Morris, 


w a 


Charles P. Perot, 
os. E. Gillin m 
Pemberton 5. pence, Charlies 5. Whelen, 
Alexander Biddle Edward F. Beale, 
"Jobe § S. Gerhard. 





QUICK ACTION} 


Clean printing, simplicity, permanent and accurate ) 
alignment, and dura- 
bility are a few features 
of the 


Wellington 
Typewriter 
No. 2 

Equad to 


any $100 machine on 
market 


POPOL ODD AD Lt” 


Peta 
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4 
4 
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Sent to an 


$60. 


Illustrated Catalog sent free on application 


THE WILLIAMS MFE.CO..LTD., BOX 46,PLATTSOURGEH, #.Y 


fy responsible party on receipt of price, 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded after ten days’ trial. 


Prada 


4 
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SAVE +6Y OUR FUEL 


By using our (stove pipe) RADIATOR 
With its 120 Cross Tubes, 
ONE stove or furnace does the work of 
TWO. Drop postal for proofs from 
prominent men. 

TO INTRODUCE OUR RADIATOR, 
where we have no active agent we 
will sell at wholesale price. Write at 
once. 

ROCHESTER RADIATOR COMPANY, 

6 Furnace 8t., ROCHESTER, W, Y. 








dn ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertisea in this paper, you w il oblige t 
publishers and the advertiser by statine that you saw 
the ~dvertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


734 


The Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, November 5, 1898 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


Change of Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published weekly 


at the following rates, for either old of new subscribers. 


"These rates include postage : 
Five or more copies to separate ad- 


75 cts. dresses will hereafter be sent at a re- 


- 





duced rate of 75 cents each, r year. (The former 

rate was $1.00.) This reduced rate goes into effect at | 

once for both old and new subscriptions. | 
1 00 Less than five copies, and more than 

7 @ one, will be sent to separate addresses | 


at $1.00 each, per year. 


Five or more copies in a package to 
60 cts. : 


one address, ordered after December 1, 
1898, will be sent at the rate of 60 cents each, per year. 


Please 


All package-club subscriptions now 
on the list, no matter when they 
Notice this expire, mex be renewed pa a year 

yond their expiration date at the 
Particularly present 50 cent Cane if the renewal 
is received on or before December 1, 1898. 

New package-club subscriptions are included in this 
privilege. whether as additions to present clubs or as 


orming new clubs. 

> One free copy additional will be al- 
Free Copies lowed for wey ten copies paid for 
in a club at either the 75 cent or 60 cent rate. 


$8 1 50 There is to be no change in the pres- 
. 


ent rate of $1.50 for single subscrip- 
$1.00 


tions, or in the $1.00 rate to ministers, 
missionaries, and theological students, 


% 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 


Additions may be made at any time 
Additions toa dub—outh additional subectin- 
tions to expire at the same time with the club as origi- 
nally ordered, and the rate to be the proportionate share 
of the yearly club rates in force at the time the addition 
is made, 
A Club at The papers for aclub of five or more 
subscribers may be ordered sent 
Two Rates partly to individual addresses at 75 
cents each, and partly in a package to one address, at 
60 cents each, when so desired. 
H Pa Papers sent in a package at the 60 
ow PCTS cent rate do not bear the names of 
are 


the subscribers in the club. The 
Addressed package is addressed to one person 





SSSct 





$444446685353592222%:;. 


No amount of argument can convince the experienced, 
honest grocer that any other soap will give his customers 
such general satisfaction as Ivory Soap. 
they prefer Ivory Soap to new kinds, of unknown quality. 

Ivory Soap will sell because the people want it, the 
other soaps may look like Ivory, but his customers want 
the real thing — they may buy a new soap once to try it, 


S333) 
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He knows that 


Sele ivi) 


Vol. 40, No, 
Worth Repeating 


The Low Lintel 


** Non ebur neque aureum.’’—Hor., II, 1g 





{Hugh Haliburton in The (Edinburgh) Scotsmag} 
AE pillars rise at my door-cheeks, 
Nae plate adorns my door ; 
‘The sun that through my window 
cee Ks 


Sees but a sanded floor. 


Nae cogk-laird, sick an’ sweir to dee, 
Bans me, his far-aff heir ; 

Nae auld maid sets her mutch at me, 
In stockings— mony a pair. 


But common-sénse and a sma’ cast 
O’ kintra wit are mine ; 

And friendly critics, east an’ wast, 
Cry up my rustic line, 


Nae better fortune wad I ken 
For comfort or for pride, 

Blest wi’ a shepherd's but-an'-ben, 
High up on Ochil side. 


My lease o’ life is half-gate through, 
And I'm contentit weel 

To roam about, e’'en as I do, 
With Rover at my heel. 


Alas ! the emblems of our state, 
Where’ er we turn appear ; 

Day shouthers day ayont the gate, 
And moons round aff the year, 


Yet you, wha spin not, nor ha’e cause, 
Or toil (but whaur's the use ?), 

Are barin’ quarries, biggin’ wa's, 
An’ addin’ ha’ to house. 


And what is this of tyrant’s grup, 
An' puir men’s rights opposed, 

Of landmarks lifted, paths ploughed up, 
An’ commonty enclosed ? 





Man, wife, an’ bruckit bairns maun pack, 
An’ go at your command ; 
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; ai ; Wi’ kist an’ bundle on their back, 7 
waavessed | aly. ae ¥ but they come back again and again for Ivory Soap, and They're hurried aff the land. lich 
Subscribers to whom the paper is matied, separately, ; 7] rt } »stins 

at the rate of $1.50, rpg ms cents a year, pa base they insist on having it. stins 


the address changed at any time without charge. 
A package-club subscriber who has paid the 50 cent | 
rate can have a copy transterred from a package toa 
separate address for 25 cents when the year's sabe rip- 
tion has over six months to run. When it has six | 
months or less to run, the cost to change is 15 cents to | 
the end of the year’s subscription. Those who have 
paid the 60 cent rate can have the change made at any 
time for 15 cents to. the end of the year’s subscription, 


Dividing Large packages at the 60 cent rate 


may be dividedinto smatter packages 
a Package of five or more copies each, if desired. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough opies of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
Jree, upon application, 


FOREIGN. COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be serit to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, whiché include postage : . 

8 shillings 
6 shillings each 


One copy, one year, 
‘Two or more copies, one year, 
To ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each 
To secure the above rates for two or more copies, 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
package to one address, whichever may be preferred by 
the subscribers. 
For Great Hritain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 








10o3t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


SOX 1550. 


Church Furnishings 


WHY DON’T YOU 


Try one of our Sunday-school 


children ? Write for our reduced 
prices and information. 


Magic Lanterns to interest the | 


| 
| 


Copyricht, 1898, by The Procter & Gamble Co., Cincinnatl 
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You spurn the cottar from his cot, 
‘The.cottage from the green ; 

And where the poor man’s home was—no} 
Your high ha’ door is seen. 
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But there’s a ha’ whase. door ig sma’, 
‘To Which a’ backs maunh boo ; 

And this great ha’ that waits us a’ 
Awaits baith them an” you. 


“2% 


America not Governed by 
Plutocrats 


[A letter from Mr. Andrew Carnegie to the editor of 











The Sanday School Gines 


Contents -for 


Poem: 
My Father. 


Editorial : 

Notes. —Lives Rich without Opportunity. 
Doing as Well as One Knows How. Filling 
Present Limits. Needless Fears for the 
Truth. Heart Power Better than Head 
Power . coe ‘ a = 

The Place of Fear in Religion 


By D. G. Bickers 


Notes on Open Letters: 


Becoming a Castaway. Is this “ Fair"? . 


November 5 


Lesson 8. November 20. Manasseh’s Sin and (ten. 


Repentance. 2 Chron. 33 : 9-16 


Lesson Helps: 
Contributed by Professor W. J. Beecher, D.D. ; 


Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D.; Bishop 
H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D.; Wayland Hoyt, 


D.D.; Alexander McLaren, D.D.; Professor . 


F. K. Sanders, Ph.D.; A. F. Schauffler, 
D.D.; Faith Latimer; Julia E. Peck; the 
Rev. E. Morris Fergusson; Amos R. Wells; 
Dr. William Wright . ‘sa a 


The (London) Spectator] 


7 M* BAYARD has the honorable 
distinction, rare among promi- 
nent American politicians, of hav- 
ing died a poor man.'’ These words we 
find in The Spectator of October 1, fore- 
| most and,most powerful of all the organs 
which labor for the unity of our race. 
| Never were more surprising words writ- 
So far from Mr. Bayard being 4 
poor man as ‘‘ prominent American poli- 
‘ ticians'’ go, he was able to accept the 
|ambassadorship to Britain, which very 
few are, and was quite well-to-do. Prom 
nent American politicians of his rank 
(Cabinet Minister, Senator, Ambassador) 
| rarely die as rich as he. There is not m 
| the Senate to-day more than perhaps half 
a dozen out of the ninety who have the 
assured income which the lamented Bay- 





Books and Writers: 
Addresses, Essays, and Sermons dis: s 
Jewish Services in Synagogue and Home. 
History of the Jews. Christianity the 
World-Religion. A World-Pilgrimage. The 
Study of the Child. Jesus the Nazarene is 
certainly the Messiah of Prophecy. Provi- 
dence in America. Anti-Christian Cults. . 
Books Received ........ 
Work and Workers : 
Convention Calendar ule’ » etx Ca win. os 
Cuban Work in Brooklyn. Good Work of the 


From Contributors : 
Are Missions Successful in Ceylon and India? 
By Vadakunu Devesagayane David ; 
Isaiah : What he Was, and What he Did. By 
Professor Eduard Koénig, Ph.D.,D.D.... . 


ard possessed, and in the House of Reprt 
sentatives not perhaps more than a scor 
out of the three hundred and fifty-four, 
Consider even the past presidents in 
day. Lincoln had no fortune, neither had 
Grant, Garfield, Hayes, Cleveland, 
Harrison. . These were all very much like 
the present president, Mr. McKinley, 
‘very poor men; not one of them hal 
| sufficient income to live at the rate | 


McIntosh Battery 
and Optical Co. 


521-531 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Are You Satisfied? 


For Children at Home: 
with that old tadepand lantern whic a does such | “Bang.” By Louis E. Baines 
inferior work? Have it reconstructed~we can do it for | 
you cheaply and well, as we have our own workshop on | Por the Superintendent : 
the premises and personaily supervise it. Electriclamps | An Order of Service for November 20... . . 


fitted to lanterns with best rheostats, S¢5.00; oxy-cal- | 
cium jets from $5.00. Send for full catalog, 30 cent hire | Christmas in a Large City School. By Fulton 
McMahofi......-.. 








and war lists, free. 


RILEY BROS., Dep't D, 16 Beekman St., N. Y. 
( Kansas City, Mo. 


Branches i Minneapolis, Minn. : 


2e2 Nicollet Avenue. 


sts East rath Street } 


Giving to Something . . 


Por the Teacher : 
A Point Midway. By Mrs. P. Gulick 


American Sunday-School Union 
Worth Repeating : 
The Low Linte! [poem] 


| £1,500 per year when they retired, —only 
| one of them had anything like that,—@ 
| President McKinley is said not to 


Looking Forward to Thanksgiving . - America not Governed by Plutocrats . 


and Sunday School 
ENTERTAINMENTS 
Sermons and Sunday 
schoo! lessons illustrated with Magic Lantern and 
Tirreoeticea Views. My ag Oy ay Tek egg 
Particulars an prices in page book —free. 
McALLISTER, Mf. Optician, 49 Nassau St., N. ¥ 


nearly as ‘‘rich.’’ It is not seldom that 
| the most prominent American politicia® 
|\leave no provision for their families | 
= | President Grant's book provided for his ' 
| Mr. Blaine’s ‘‘ Twenty Years in Con- 
gress "’ did the same ; but for President 
| Garfield’ s family a public subscription *@ 
|mecessary. Ex-President Hayes t 
pouliry-farmer for a living. Ex-Presidett 
| Harrison and ex-President Cleveland have 
| returned to the practice of their professio® 
Secretary of War'Stanton and his suc¢ 
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THE GREAT CHURCH LIG HT 
For éiectric, *: or oil. Send 
estimate free. ‘1. P. eta. Gat Pear! St., New York. 
1.50 to gg Satin or merino. tron Banner 
iS, 7Sc. Send for illustratea price-list. 


ANNERS POR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 
. Stilz & Bro., 155 N. Fourth St., Phila., Pa. 
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aetary of War Rawlings left no provis- . ¢ 
for their families. 
There is one reason why the most am- S 
jus public men do not seek wealth, 
is fatal before a nominating convention. PoROUS PLASTERS 
, candidate for the presidency, for in- > 
.ace, would be thought of, who had a Why are Allcock’s the best 
income. There never has been a Unexcelled for Chop- Guaranteed to CHOP | plasters ? ‘Because they relieve 
paratively rich president since Wa_h- ping Sausage Meat, NOT GRIND |where all others fail. - Why do 
gon (and, I think, Madison) who had Mince Meat, Tripe, 
winia estates. The choice of the peo- Suet, Hash, Clams Prices wy aad me Tee ; 
ee any high office, and especially for » dine es i a o5b0 tain the right materials. Compare 
ie presidency, must have a record of hard Steak f : a ti 8 No. 10, 3.00 their fine aromatic odor with the 
xk, plain living, simple tastes, and roe ~ Sea No. 20, 5.00 nasty smell of all other plasters. 
mest poverty. The only rich vice- ee Sat See mee Sree hor ee Your sense of smell will tell you 
ident in our time was Mr. Morton, Salad, Corn for Frit- for Hand and Power. SEE Soh ee : : 7 
; ee Sores Mato ' which.is the best. Did you know 
hose extraordinary personal charm made ts, Scrap Meat for eh Bienes ne: x a ales 
ima universal favorite and excused his Poultry, etc. ‘ Bold by all that AAlicocks have soll greater sale 
une. Some of the extreme Western Hardware Dealers. 'than all the other kinds put to- 


if smz ati ave s a rick | eatin : . ; : 
pecs of small population bawe sent a reek Our Trade-Mark ‘‘ ENTERPRISE” is on every machine. gether? Did you know that all 


nator now and then, but this class passes Send 4 cents in stamps for the ‘‘ Enterprising Housekeeper '’—200 recipes. | makes and brands of so-called po- 
way as the states become populous. In 


ri Mr. Editor, there is no record for| @ THE ENTERPRISE MFG. CO OF PA. ™"Zengpephingtrects @ |rous plasters are in imitation of 
honest poverty’’ among prominent poli- Allcock’s? But they imitate in 
jcians in any country comparable to that a>pearance only. Don't waste 


{ the great Republic. — = — =| your money in buying the false. 
Whether it be well for the political 


paders of a nation to die generally as poor All Cameras Irritable Sanmitchin meter) sagark the standard 


; die the prominent public men of the pla 


<a 3 nm 
nited States may be a question, but that k Pei 

poverty has been and is their lot almost OO I e —. pence oR _ 
nithout exception admits of no question. outwardly—but the all-important parts reer pve re pF is 2 
have known many of the prominent are inside, the same asa watch. ~ 7d a 


jliticians of the Republic of both parties, Our 
you brought to me, and the cure that was 


ni perhaps as much of their affairs as | « BoePeep B”’ Somatos 
st, and I cafinot recall the name of Camera 
wrought upon them was very rapid and truly 


| 
| 
| 
| 
re than one or two who died rich, and $16 Somatose is a Perfect Food, Tonic and wonderful. 1am willing to say this in writing, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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‘*Do not Stammer’”’ 


From Hon. John Wanamaker. 
Mr. Epwin S. Jounston. 
Dear Sr: In reply to your letter, I will be | 
glad te give you the testimonial asked for. I 
never saw worse stammerers than some of those 





one who made anything but pecuniary | is fitted with a Restorative. It contains the nourishing mst See - an epee me. 
6S through political life. ; They have ae elements of meat. Prepared for invalids 4 Jour WANAMAKER, 
al to live upon their salaries, and have shutter and our im- . and dyspeptics and those needing nour- By meh ty beat ? attles & Co., publishers 
ne so, rarely leaving even modest pro- | Car lens, single swin, ishment and a restored appetite. May Send for 6o-page book to PHILADELPHIA 
sion for their families. If The Spec- | pegs segs and Spine cront, and carries three plate’ | # be taken in water, milk, tea, coffee, etc. i lounene’ ‘Pttadeal "ond Deuntie. aie 
tor will investigate the facts, 1 am con- ! throughout—not af commen @ iewesd. i aa ta lished 1884. 
flent it will regret the words quoted, | We make everything in the photographic line by Parbenfabriken of Elberfeld Co. 4 
ich are bitterly unjust, and cannot fail Mnstrated corel, males rae U re — oo guns Oh, tee Fok Clty. selling aguante for Parton. Ot | BIBLE EDUCATION BY MAIL. A grand success. 
) sting. ° MANHATTAN OPTICAL CO. of N. Y. fabriken vorm. Friedr. Bayer & Co., Elberfeld. , Tuition, diploma, and degree, *‘ Master of Ancient 


Li a 9 ynth. For circulars, write 
ma Ste EE ROE BR a an Works and Executive Offices, CRESSKILL, N. J. (eS *BURTON ¢ 1 a ao Mt re fen ven 


At druggists’ in 2-02.,%, % and 1 Ib, tins. 
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, Christian University, Canton, Mo. 
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Dandruff § |. 
Removed § | %- aa 


‘‘Dandruff can be removed by A 
shampooing the head frequently 
with Fairy Soap.’’ 

Mrs. Sarah Tyson Rorer. 


FAIRY 
SOAP 


PURE—WHITE—FLOATING. 
The Soap of the Century 


Bold ev here in three convenient sizes 
fort bath and laundry. 
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NOW READY 


THE MESSAGES OF THE 
EARLIER PROPHETS sea 


ARRANGED IN THE ORDER OF 
TLME, ANALYZED, AND FREELY 
RENDERED IN PARAPHRASE, 
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SP Pa BY Aes 


See SBEesegeg £gecg&£3e¢ 3 8 





FRANK KNIGHT SANDERS, Ph.D. 


Woolsey Professor of Biblical Literature in Yale University 
AND 


CHARLES FOSTER KENT, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biblical History and Literature in Brown University 


PRICE, $1.00 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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‘* BUSTLE IS NOT INDUSTRY” 


There is a right way and a wrong way to clean 
house. ‘This picture shows the wrong way. Do 
you wish to know the right way? Buy a cake of | 
SAPOLIO and try it in your next house-cleaning, | 
and you will appreciate the difference so much 


that you will never be without it again. 


B. & B. 


Ladies’ dollar 
quality kid gloves 
75¢. a pair 


—two-clasp—stylish two-toned | 





embroidery. These colors— 
tans, mode, browns, green, 
navy, white, ‘buttercup. _ A 


speeial lot—hundreds of pairs 
—imate to sell for a doltar— 
bought under price—for cash. 
Send size wanted with your 
order—and get glove value 
unusual. 


Our Sampling System 


thoroughly 


organized—for your special 
benefit. 


We can’t.atalog such extensive as- 
sortments as here—nor advertise each par- 
ticular line, We send samples—of silks, 
dress goods, plaids, any sampleable goods— 





any kind or kinds you want. They show how 


efliciently every preference is provided for | 


here—with choice styles at less prices, 


Samples cost you nothing. | 


New 250 page illustrated catalog costs you 


nothing. 
Taffeta 
65c¢., 75c. a yard— | 


Two special lines superb striped 
Silks—at two prices 
so much under price as makes investigation 
important—if any smart silk waists are wanted. 

Royal assortment dressy Dress Goods, 5oc., 
65c., S5c., $1.00 a yard. 

44-inch neat check Suitings, 25c. a yard 
—see what remarkable chance for saving. 


BOGGS & BUHL 


Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


SEND TO 


H. O’Neill & Co., New York, 


for illustrated catalogue of general merchandise. 
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achine . . . . . 18.00 
tandard Singers, 89, $12.50, 16.00 
Full setof attach ments free ; buy from factory 
and save $10 to $40; WE PAY FREIGHT ;thous- 
ands in use; » showing 20 other styles, 
free. Each machine guaranteed 10 yeara, 
Consolidated Wholesale Supply Co. 
Address (ja fall) Dept.1o4, 215 8. Clinton 6t., Chicago, Ill 


HOMES 
band, 


Writing, Arithmetic, Short- 
. Raglish & Civil Service branches thoroughly 
4 MAIL at your own NOME, Saco guaranteed 
e give a useful, Boney- ng Educa- = 
then. Salaried Situations obtained 
by oar students. National reputa- 
tion, established 40 years. It will 
Try it. Catalog free 


Ten Yeaars 











The Sunday School Times intends to admit only ad 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A No Regrets” 
Organ 


describes it, 





New styles described by the Booklet, sent free. 


Brattleboro, Vt. 
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ESTEY ORGAN CO. - - 





Faithful is the word which 
inanimate 
though it be. Faithful, 
because the workmanship 
has been faithful; put to- 
gether to give musical 
satisfaction for a lifetime. 
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: Always Ready for His 
z 


—children al sare. Let r boy and 
irl wear FERRIS" Good Ronee Corset 
Waist if you weuld have them healthy, 
strong and well developed. It supports 
and stre ens the without re- 
striction. Endorsed by physicians and 
thoughtfal mothers everywhere. Always 
superior in quality and workmanship. 
Made for Ladies and Misses also, in al! sizes. 
Short and extra long waist, high or low 
Children’s 25c. to 50c. Misses’, 50c.to§l. La 
dies’ $1 to $2 «= For sale by all retailers. 
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Limited, 
About 550 Sets 


RIBLY 





1524 pages 
9% X6% X3 inches 


. 856 pages 
9% 7% X1% inches 


1380 pages 
11X8X3 inches 


Notice the great amount of matter contained in these six books, written 
and compiled by some of the greatest biblical scholars in the world. 


Cruden’s Concordance 

By Alexander Cruden, M.A. Complete in two parts. 
Contains 856 large octavo pages, handsomely and strongly bound in 
cloth. Christians of all denominations know that Scripture és the best 
interpreter of Scripture, and, next to the sacred writings, no volume bet- 
ter deserves a place in the library of the Christian than Cruden’s Concord- 
ance to the Hoiy Scriptures. 


The Life and Epistles of 
Saint Paul 


By the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A., of Cambridge; and 
J. S. Howson, D.D.. of Liverpool, 
Contains rorg large octavo pages, many fine illustrations, maps, charts, etc., 
is printed on the same quality of paper, and is the same in size, as Smith’s 
Dictionary of the Bible, and bound in uniform style. It is not an abridge- 
ment, but an exact reprint of the greatly improved ‘* People’s Edition.” 


Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible 


Edited by William Smith, LL.D., Classical Examiner of 
University of London, 
Contains 1024 large octavo pages printed on excellent paper, finely 
illustrated, and handsomely and strongly bound in cloth. An indispen- 
sable aid to ministers, teachers, families, Sunday-school superintendents, 
and Bible readers generally. 





You must order quick 
bona fide one. e have 


HOW TO GET THE SIX 
BOOKS ALL SENT AT ONCE 











former price of “Commentary ” alone. We 


rfect in paper, binding, anc 
ucting only the return 


excellent manner, and 
TAKE NOTICE will return money. 
will be returned if the 
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MORE CHANCE 


Left 


1024 pages 
9% X6% X2% inches 
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GREAT 
BIBLE-STUDY 
BOOKS jx 


first payment, 
$ and $1.00 per 





month for six 
months. 


One-Quarter oi 
Former Price 


Don’t hesitate. The offer 
is 4imited. Send for the 
books. Handle them, feel 
their weight, note their 
size and contents, see the 
paper, printing, and binding, 
and you will agree with us 
* this is the greatest offer ever 
made of a complete religious 
reference library. It is 
limited to 550 sets. 


1014 pages 
9% X6% X2%& inches 


Edersheim’s Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah (voi.) 


The Authorized American Edition. By Alfred Edersheim, 
M.A., Oxon., D.D., Ph.D., Lecturer Oxford University. 

Two volumes, regular price, $6.00. Royal 8vo, 1524 pages, hand- 
somely bound in silk cloth. 

The Sunday School Times recommends it: “It is positively re- 
freshing to read a tife of the Saviour which is critical in the best and truest 
sense of the word, and is biblical at the same time. The book is_ written 
not for the learned alone, but rather for the general intelligent Christian 
reader. It deserves a place of honor in every library of standard theo- 
logical works.”’ 


Jamieson, Faysset, and 
Brown’s Bible Commentary 


By Robert Spgutesen, D.D., St. Paul's, Glasgow 
Rev. A. B. Fausset, A.M., St. Cotpbert s. ork, and 
David Brown, D.D., Prof of logy, Aberdeen: 
A comp tery —critical, explanatory . and practical 
—on the Old and New Testaments. 1380 pages, bound in cloth. 
The Sunday School Times: “1 do not know of its equal, within its 
scope and cost, an believe it will have, as it merits, a very wide cir- 
culation, and will do great good.” 
Rev. John H. Vincent, Bishop M. BE. Church : “ This immense book 
deserves a place on the table of every Bible student. It is the cream of the 
commentaries carefully collected by three eminent scholars.” 
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Send $1.00, and promise to pay $1.00 per month for six months, or send $6.00 in one payment. 
y if you expect to get these six books for less than the price of one. 


Our offer is a plain 


: en before the public as publishers of standard works for over thirty years, and 
our reputation for good work and fair deali 


faction, and THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times guarantees our commercial credit. 
way safest and most convenient for you, and we will forward at once the complete set. 


We guarantee safe delivery, but cannot afford, at this price, to pay freight or express charges. 

six books, and we offer to deliver them, securely packed, to freight station or express off 
4 ave sold thousands of. these great books to readers of Tne Sunpay } 
continued voluntary testimony is, ‘‘ Do not see how yee can furnish so much for so little.” 


ng is unquestioned. You run no risk, as we guarantee sas 
Send the $1.00 or $6.00 in the 


We have only about 550 sets of these 
orice which is less than 

HOOL Times, and the 
We guarantee the books to be made up !n 2” 


ce in Hartford, Conn., at a 


rinting. We will take back any or all books that are not satisfactory, and 
reight or express charges. 
books are exhausted and we cannot fill your order. 


This marvelous offer is limited to 550 sets, and money 


a@ As to our reliability, we refer to any commercial agency. Established 1866. 


S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Publishers, HARTFORD, CONN. 


vertisements that are trustworthy. Should. however, an advertisement of a party. not having good commercial credit be inadvertent! 
the pablishers will refund te subscribers amy muncy that they lose thereby. ¥ 
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